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FOREWORD

This third volume of the "Choctaw Anthology” series marks
another step forward ow the students at Choctaw Central High School,
especially those studenits in the College Preparatory Class of 1984
1985, who prepared the articles in this volume.

Funded by a grant from the U S. Department of Eduaatmn under
Title IV, Part B, of the Indian Education Act, the Choctaw History,
Culture, and Current Events (CHCCE) program in the tribal
Department ot Education provided students the opportunity i enter
the world of scholarly research while learning a great deal about their
tnbe, the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. While these papers do
not represent pure, documented research and should not be used for
scholarly purposes or citations, they o represent an opportunity to
look at historical texts and develop tindings and conclusions se'dom
oftered to Amencan Indian students at the secondary level.

FEdited by the CHCCE staff, the articles were corrected for
typographical errors, sources, iotnote and thbhography entries were
verthed, and the drafts were expanded tor clarty and completeness. In
heeping with a respect for the rhetoric and grammar of the past, direct
quotations with variant spellings have been preserved by the editors.

Ttes volume 1s a result of an overall effort to make avalable to
Choctaw high school students increased skills inresearch, study skills,
reading, vocabulary development, and English composition, which will
further ncrease therr Chances of success i college work. [ am sure you
will emoy. and learn trom, their efforts as assembled in A CHOCTAW
ANTHOLOGY I

§")L..uux Vv oo

Fhillip Martin, Chief
Mississippr Band of Choctaw Indians
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Morning mists surround .o
A sleeping Choctaw village -
While a new day breaks
\ - 9
4
CHAFPTER 1
CHOCTAW VILLAGE SCENES
. ” James Willis

Major historical accounts of the Choctaws were written fifty to
seventy-five years after “permanent white contact was established.”
Peterson states that descriptions of the Choctaws in the latter
eighteenth century represent "not a traditional culture but a culture in
transition.” Thereforg, some traits attributed to the Choctaws are
really "products” of this transition period.! .

As recorded by earlier writers, the Choctaws were at that period
of time, the “most accomplished farmers in the Southwest. . . .”
Agricultural plots were located near each house. Although other
Southeastern tribes practiced communa! fields, no record of such fields
among the Choctaws had been recorded, according to Peterson.
Major crops included: “several varieties of corn, beans, squashes,
pumpkins, melons, and sunflowers.™

Hunting was anotier means used by the Choctaws to provide
necessary food from one crop season to another. Small animals were
hunted throughout the year; however, deer and bear were the “major
game animals.”3

(4 .
Juhn H Petersan, Jr " The Choctaws m Misersspps. the Pascagoula, Acolapssa, and Bayogoula {unpubbahed -
manuscript, Missssipps State Unversity). p 6 .

Abd . pp 67 Vi
find . p 8

9 BEST COPY AVAILABLE -
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In the Tate fall .nd early winter” the population among the
Choctaws was “dispersed somewhat,” because the men traveled to
different areas to hunt, while “the worfien, children and older people

. gathered nuts and fall fruits.” This “population dispersal” led some

writers to believe thsat the Choctaws "were a migrant people.” Peterson
records that Halbert's observation of this pattemn in the late nine
century, “roakes it clear that this was only one phase of the Chpctaur '
annual cycie "4

An eighteenth century French manuscript, quoted by Swdnton.
gives “the best early account, of the Choctaw house and menage. . .

Thehousemmeretyacabmmadeofwoodenpoﬂsoiﬂnmeohh
leg, buried in the earth, and fastened together with lianas [vines], whith
make very flexible bands. The rest of the wall is of mud and there are no
windows; the door is only from three to four fest in height. The cabins are
covered with bark of the cypress or pine. A hole is left at the top of each
gable-end to let the smoke out, for they make their fires in the middle of the
cabins, which are a gunshot distant from one another. . . .3

Swanton also quotes a Mr. Mease, author of the "Narrative of a
Journey Through Several Parts of the Province of West Florida in the
Years 1770 and 1771.7 It is the destription of a house in the town of
Imoklasha (in Neshoba County, Mississippi), owned by a Choctaw
Indian named Astolabe.

This house is nearly of a circular figure and built of clay mixed with
haulm [straw or grass]. Tgé top is conical and covered with a ind of thatch
[the nature of] which | cou'd not make out. The inside roof is divided into
four parts and there are cane seats raised about two feet from the ground
which go round the building (I mean on the inside), broad enough to ke
upon, making the wall serve the purpose of a pillow. Underneath these
seats or beds they keep their potatoes and pumpions cover'd with earth,
but their corn 1s 1n a building by itself raised at least eight feet from the
ground The fire place is in the middle of the floor, just as in some parts of
the Highlands of Scotland only they have no aperture at top to evacuate
the smoke. The door is opposite one side (for the house is round without,
yet on the inside it approaches near to the figure of an octagon) and is
exceeding small m both height and breadth.®

Cushman describes Choctaw housing as follows::

They bved m houses made of logs, but very comfortable; not more
rude or uncouth, however, than many of the waites even of the present
Ql
Hind
Wohn R Swanton, Source Msmna! for the Social and Ceremonxsi Lz of the Chactow Indans, Bureas of

Amerxcan Ethnology, Buuﬂm lMtWahmm DC Umted Swn thngoﬁrcl 1931) p 37

dbud . pp I8
10
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day. Their Rouses consitted generally of two rooms, both of which were
used for every domestic purpose--cooking, eating, living and sleeping; nor .
was their furmture disproportionate with that of the dwelfing: for the sitting _
room, a stoo! or two; for the kitchen, a pot or kettle, two or three tintups, 8
large and commodious wooden boud, andahom spuon, constitutedabout - -
the ultimate- ‘twas all they neaded, all they wanted, and with it théy were
perfecy contented and supremely happy.’ )
| . Deweese, citing Bushnell. records that it is “known that the

‘ Choctaws lived in the same general areafor three centuries. They lived
in villages throughout a large part of present-day Mississippi and the
eastern part of Alabama.™®

According to Adair, an Engiish trader, as quoted by Deweese, the
country of the Choctaws was situated about thirty-three and thirty-four
degrees north latitude. “According to the course of the Indian path,”
the lower towns in the western pertion of the district were located
about two hundred miles niorth of New Orleans; and the upper towns
were located about one hundred sixty miles south of the Chickasaw
Nation. In Muscogee country, one hundred fifty miles to the east of
Choctaw country, was the large French, Alabama garrison. Mobile, the
first French settlement in West Florida, was about one hundred ﬁfty
miles south.’

Claiborne records that when missionaries began the:r work
among the Choctaws. ir 1818, the Choctaws “were found in a semi-
civilized state, living in huts or cabins, cultivating small patches of corn
and beans in a very primitive fashion, and some of them owning herds
of a small breed of horses and cattle. . . .” Land was free; little cabins
were built by the “side of some bubbling spring.”°

According to Peterson, the population of Choctaw towns Varied--
from “seventy-five to approximately a thousand.” The towns were
made up primarily of individual houses, "sometimes spread along a
stream but in the north and east more tightly clustered within a fortified
wall.”1! “Every village of any size was built around an open space, which

‘HB Cuihmn.fiﬁi@y{_lb‘tghxtw, Chrlfwaadwmthwm.d Angle Debo (New York: Rusasl &
Russell, 19721, p 173

Orval H Desverse. The Mussusipps Choctaws” (unpublished manuscnpt, Missassippi State University, 1987),
po 12

Yhd  p 2

& FH Clahorne, Missasppr as @ Pravence, Teritory :g _S:gf__c_ {Spartanburg, South Carolna. The Repynit
Company, Publisher~. 1978}, pp 500501
1John H Peterson, Ji | “The Choctaws 1in Missusipps, the Pascagoula, Acolapwsa, and Bayogoula,” p. 9.
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was used for dances, councils, and other community gatherings.”12
) Swanton states that when Europeans “came to know . . . [the
-~ Choctaw tribe] intimately . . . , three geographical divisions were
’ recognized. . . .” However, he felt that “to introduce any order into the
several town classifications” handed cown, that four divisions were
necessary. ‘

it seems pretty clear that the Sixtown Indians (Olla Hannali) and their
mmediate neighbors, who lived in the sauthem-part of the old Choctaw
territory, were early differentiated from the rest, the separation being
partly linguistic and partly cultural. Sometimes this division is limited
absolutely tosthe six towns which gave it its name, but more often it is.
extended to include certain neighboring towns, particularly Chicasawhay

“and Yowani, which seem to have shared in some measure the peculiarities

" of the group. Another small body, centrally located, embraced those towns
in which, early in the eighteenth century, lived the principal officials of the
entire nation, the Kunshak or Cane towns being particularly noteworthy
among them..The importance of this group is reflected in the name which
Regis du Roullet gives to it, the Big People (Okla Chito). The remaining
towns were divided into two parties, one to the west known as the "Long
People” (Okla Falaya), and ong to the east, the 'Peo;:%e of the Opposite
Side (or Party)” (Okla tannap).!s

Tom Goldman, a Mississippi attorney and an authority of

Mississippi archeological sites and villages, made the foﬂowmg
comments about Choctaw sites and villages:

"Afound 1700-1832, Choctaw towns were spread out; buildings
may have been one-hundred yards apart. A village could have been
four or five miles long, so not all Choctaws knew everyone in their
village.

"The Choctaws did not have a communal bond, as the Creeks did.
There were no common fields or storage, just individual efforts. Each
family in the village site had a summer house, a winter house, and a corn
crib for storage.

“Towns facing Alabama on the Tombigbee River were stockaded
against raids from the Creeks. Towns in the interior had no stockades.
The ideal locations for settlement were on hills near water, and

“"Ange Debo, Th_ef_'_} ond Fall of the Choctaw Repubix (Nosman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press,
1982), pp 78
ohn R Swanton, Source Materxal for the Social and Ceremomal Life of the Choctow Inckans, pp. 58-56.

(Author's note Swanton, pages filtyexght through seventy-five, constructed a table Rsting Choctaw fowns and
identidying the aothordy/author of sach list and the daison in which aach placed the towns. A portion of this table can
hb&ﬁdl:h“fﬂdd!fﬂcmﬂ)
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preferably at the fork of a creek-one fork used for bathing and one for
drinking. The high banks were selected for dwellingsites; tiw low banks

7 for farmiand. All of the land had to be high enough to dry out for

planting.

“Probably fifty or sixty dwellings made up a town. The largest
known Choctaw town was Coosa, in Lauderdale County. It had about
1200 residents, spread for miles.

“Summer houses were open and used just for sleeping. The small
door was made of poplar planks. The houses were similar to the
Seminole ‘chickee.’ Everything was kept in the winter houses. These
houses were circular, made of logs stuck vertically in the ground,
bound with vines, and plastered with mugd. The houses had thatched
roofs. (In this area, Johnson grass was used--about two acres of grass
were needed per house). Farther south, palmettos were used. The fire
was in the center of the dirt floor. The doorway entry was curved so
that wind coukdn’t blow in. This also deterred the enemy fron: entering
quickly.

* v\round the inside of the house was a platform three feet high and
three feet wide, used for sleeping. Skins were used for padding. Many
times the Choctaws would use certain animal skins for their children,
because they wanted the children to take on the characteristics of that
particular animal. One reason beds were not on the floor was to keep
the fleas from getting on the beds. Rushes covered the floors. One
reason many artifacts are found is because items became lost in the
rushes. <

“Village populations were based on the number of warriors. A
large village with 600-700 people may have had 250 warriors. A large
village would have one, two, or three subsidiary villages, of around 200
people. | think that during this time period, a realistic number of
warriurs would be an average of 4,000.

"There was probably a central area for ceremonies at most sites. If
the village was big and prosperous enough, there was a large winter

house for 200-300 people to meet. In the summer, they met in open
areas.

"Each family had their own weapons, and these were hungon the
wall. Weapons used were war clubs, tomahawks, throwing sticks, and
bows and arrows. The Whitemen's weapons were used by the mid-
seventeenth century. The musket is an example.

"There were three districts and two moieties (tribal subdivisions)

> 13
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at this time. People within each village had a headman--a village chief,
plus three or four assistants. These individuals were first called
‘honored men’, then ‘captains’, later. Choctaw women had a voice it
tribal decisions, which were completely democratic. Elections were by
vote of the tribe, at the ‘pleasure’ of the trite. Elected officials could be
voted out.

"The Choctaws believed in a single God, described as the ‘Great
Giver of Breath.” They did not worship the sun, but it was considered
God's eye. They believed in life after death. They condemned adultery,
robbery, murder, etc. They also recognized ‘little people’ and demons.

“Agriculturally, each family planted an acre and put com every
three feet. Beans, squash, peas, and melons were planted among the
corn. It is estimated the Choctaws could raise 250 bushels per acre and
that they raised » surplus.

“There was a system of trails all over the Choctaw Nation--a
myriad of trails between villages for constant commerce. The
Choctaws were great travelers and had been to both coasts. Before the
Whitemen, they traded stone, arrowheads, slaves, food, and pottery.
After the Whitemen, they traded furs-mostly deerskins. Nearly
everyone at that time wore ouckskins. They traded with the English,
French, and Spanish, for beads, tools, weapons, and cloth.

In 1812, it was recorded that the Choctaws traded 38,000
deerskins during one season. Hunting began in October and continued
all winter. Trading centers were in Mobile and Pensacola. A bigtrading
center in this area was on the Tombigbee. When "America’ took over,
trading was operated by the government. By the time the C hoctaws left
in 1832, they had better clothing, food, and shelter, much like the
Whitemen. ¢ ' )

A

* * »

Following is an interview with Calvin Becton, a resident of
Philadelphia, Mississippi, and a collector of Indian artifacts:

How did you become interested in finding village siies?

“There was a site near my house, and whenever farmers would plow
through the field, they would uncover artifacts. | began collecting at
that time, but became more interested after beginning work with the
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. | have pursued this interest
since. :

“Untervesw with Thomas L Goldman. Attormey at Law, Me-idan, Mississipp), 30 Januar, (985

\



Generally, where have you located village sites?

"Mostly in Lauderdale, Kemper, and Neshoba counties in Mississippi,
and some in Choctaw County and other counties in Alabama.”

How do you know where to look?

“Old maps are one of the best ways to begin. The French maps
indicated a lot of village sites. Other maps have been made since the
early French maps. Some of the survey maps can be used, but the
survey lines on one map do not always agree with the survey lines on
another map. Also, new survey maps do not always match old survey
maps, so they offer some guidance, but are not always that reliable. It's
beneficial to talk to farmers, especially those who walk behind the
mules, chop cotton by hand, and really know the land. They would be
the ones who would be close to the ground and see the artifacts when
they were ‘turned up.” As that kind of farming has passed, with more
pasture land and tree farming, the clues from these peoplie who work
the soil become :. s and less available.”

What “clues” lead you to a site?

"Geographical features are important. In order for the Indians to farm,
the soil had to be sandy loam which was easy for them to turn over with
simple tools. It was necessary to have a year-around water supply and
to be in an area that was not frequently flooded. One example of a large
village site that was near a spring, but no large creeks, was DeKalb.
That was one of the largest Choctaw village sites in this area and the
town of DeKalb has been built on that site. You also look for chips and
shards, and over by Alabama, you will find shell mounds from the
mussel shells that were gathered from the streams and discarded into
the trash heaps.”

How many sites have you discovered?
*Roughly ten, besides ‘outlying’ areas.”

What are some of the artifacts that you have found?

*Copper arm bands that were trade items after the white settlers
moved in, beads, and a stone face that was probably for ceremonial
use. | found about two-thirds of it. It has got the eye holes, and a place
for the nose to fit and so forth. There is a piece of bone that has eight
embedded pearls. Itis about the size of, well, in between agolfballand a
baseball. Kennith York and | were talking to a medicine man about the
identity of this object, and the man told Ken alittle about it. He told Ken
that it belonged to a medicine man, but he wouldn’t say much else. |

T 15



have also found weapons and weapon points. Whenlgoto asite todig,
I take only a hunting knife or something like that, no shovels or any
similar tools. | do not do any excavating; | look mainly for surface finds.”

What unusual or interesting incidents have occurred while locating
sites?

T think the most unusual thing is the unpredictability of finds.
Sometimes, | really anticipate finding a lot at a certain site and may find
only two or three items; and sometimes, won't be expectingmuch and
find a lot buried under the top layer of dirt. At one site on the Little
Yazoo River near the edge of Neshoba and Kemper Counties, there
was a burial site. | was inred clay/scil, and found these artifacts in a little
patch of black soil which was mesumbly from a decomposed body.
On the site, | found parts of a pocket knife, part of a flintlock, a flint, and
the trigger mechanism from a flintlock gun, two mini-ball bullets that
had been shot, one blue bead, and one white bead. According to talk,
the blue beads were to be worn only by important people, like chiefs or
medicine men. 1

"At Imoklasha, | spent a vear digging with my knife and found a layer of
black soil that marked ahouse site that had burned, as was indicated by
the charcoal layer. It was approximately sixteen by iwenty feet, and
right in the center was a rock-lined fire bed that was still intact.

T know of two sites where the Choctaws got clay for their pottery. One
was at Tucker [one of the seven Choctaw Reservation communities)
and one was on the West Yazoo River. The one on the Yazoo still has
trails visible where you could see that the people had gone down to get
their clay. They had gone there for quite awhile, because the trails were
really well worn. Another site that has been owned by the same family
since settlement, was where the Choctaws car..e for camping and
stickball. The name of this place in Choctaw means Big Canebrake.’ It
was probably a source of cane for the baskets and blowguns, and
probably the families came there to camp and play stickball.”

What do you do with the artifacts that you discover?

“I do not give the artifacts away; [ keep them on display. At one time, ]
had a little museum, but a tornado in April, 1981, came throughand
rolled the building used for the museum about two huridred yards. This
messed up the classification. | had a different showcase/container for
each site collection. Presently, | have an artifact house/museum in my
backyard; and although | know from which site each collection belongs,
[ need to finish my reclassification.”

8
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Do you keep maps and records of your searches?

“1 do not keep maps. I do keep track of where and when | find things. |
have been at this hobby for thirty to forty years. Many times, | find
arrowpoints and artifacts that | don't know what they were used for. In
many instances, arrowheads were used as money. Because Mississippi
does not have many deposits of useable flint, most of the green stone
and most of the flints that are found here, were traded into this area.
They came trom Tennessee and other areas.”®

- w .

The Choctaw “village™ scene in Mississippi, although altered by
the inevitable “touch”™ of ime, progress, and necessit:, has still retained
much of the past. Traditions and customs compliment the
surroundings, and the Choctaw language prevails.

Clatboyne records that the Choctaw “tribe had a great pride of
race. The warnior's proudest boast was Chah ta-se-a-ho-cut-ba
[Chahta sia hoke }.1¢ 1 am a Choctaw!” This pride 1s still very muchalive!

A
Materview with Calvin Becton. Choctaw Tnbal Emplosee. Philadeiphis, Massepp:. 20 December 1984
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ThoseOf quiet strength :
Stride thefr ancestral homeland -
Remembering when

CHAPTER 2

CHOCTAW CODE: A GLIMPSE INTO THE PAST
Billy Hockett

Before removal,! the Choctaws were one of the larggst and most
advunced tribes of the Southeast. Their native homeland covered most
o° yresent-day Mississippi, a portion of western Alabama, and a portion
of eastern Arkansas. They were known for their gentleness,
intelligence, and peaceful ways. When wrongdoings occurred, they '
consistently followed a strong code of honor.

Prior to the advancement and influence of the Whitemen,

the Choctaws . . . had no written laws, and thelr government rested
alone on custom and usage, growing out of their possessions and their
wants; yet was conducted so harmoniously by the influence of their native
genius and experience, that one would hardly believe that human society
could be maintained with so Kttle artifice.?

The Choc.aw code and forms of punishment were consistent, not
questioned, and evidently considered just--everyone seemed to know
there would be definite results to certain actions and choices;
therefore, their justice was swift and effective.

Cushman says that the major crimes according to tribal law were
*homicide, blasphemy, theft and adultery.” Punishment of offenders
consisted of "a mixed system of private and public punishment,”
depending on the offense. Public whipping and ridicule was punishment

1The Choctaws -kost thew homeland in & sevies of land cassion freaties: the Trealy of Doak's Stamd,
Oxicber 18, 1820, the Treaty of Washington City, January 20, 1825; and the Tresty of Dancing Rabbit Creels,

Septambder 27, 1830
Charles J Kappler, comp , Indkan Affoirs' Lous ond Trecties, Vol 2 (Washington, D.C.: United Stales

Governmant Prinang Ofice, 1904, pp 191319,
14,8, Cushman, Mistwry of the Choctaw, Chickasaw and Noicher inSans, ed. Angie Debo (New York: Russell &
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for the crimes of theft, blasphemy, and adultery.? "Homicide and
witchcraft were the only crimes punished capitally.”® Evidence
indicates that while robbery occurred, it was not a prevalent problem
among the Choctaws: “The Choctaws never robbed nor permitted
robbers to live among them.”® One re2sun may have been the form of
punishment that awaited the robber. A first offense resulted in fifty
lashes; a second offense resulted in one hundred lashes; and a third
offense resulted in "death by rifle.”s Cushman continues:

the rife was mvariably used as the instrument ofexec: . for the soul of
the Choctaw who had been executed by hanging egarded as
accursed never bemg permitted to join his people in the i.appy hunting
grounds, but his spirit must forever haunt the place where he was hung.’

Whipping and Public Ridicule

A woman who committed adultery was subjected to either
whipping or public ridicule, unless she belonged to a larger or a more
noted family than did her husband.® If a woman ran away with
someone's husband, she might receive thirty-nine lashes (the same fate
awaited a man who ran off with someone’s wife),® or she might be put in
a public place and be “camnally known by all who . . . [chose] to be
present, young and old. . . .” The same fate befell awoman who arrived
as a stranger from “another town or quarter of the nation,” and could
not account for herself or her reason for being there. "This they call
running through the meadow."°

Before the early 1800s when a law was passed to prevent it,
“women sometimes killed their infants when they did not want to
provide for them. . . . [One]who had been tried and convicted for killing
her infant . . . was tied to a tree and whipped . . . until she fainted; and . . .

HB Cushman, Hw'ow of the Choctow, Chickasaw and Natchesz indrons, 1899, p 495, cited by Arrel M
Gibson, “The Incsans of Mussspp” vol 1, ch 3

WUFH Clabome, Misusspo o8 a Praunce, Teratory. and State (Spartanburg, South Caroina- The Repent
Company, Pubhehers, ;‘3_7‘8), p 48

ind . p 228

B Cushman, t«lmwv of the Choct.w. Chxkosou and Natcher Indhans, p. 88

Tnd , p 158

sBernasd Romans, A Concise Nosural Mistory offEast and West Flonda, 1775, pp 8687, cited by Jobn R.
Swanton, Sowrce Muxn;;c:b;w Socx! ond Ceremonml Lge of the Choctovw [ndhans, Bureau of Amencan Ethnology,
Bulletin 103 (Washiwgon, DC_ Unxed States Prting Ofice, 1581), p 110

B Cushman, Hutory of the Choctaw. Chickasa.' and Natchez Indsons, p. 88,

Bernard Romans. pp 86 87, cried by John R Swanton, Source Matenal for the Social and Ceremorval Life of the
Choctaw Indaons. p 110
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her husband also received the same punishment for not restraining his-
-wife. ...}

After the missionanes became established in the Nation, a
mounted patrol, called the 7light horsemen,” was organized by
Greenwood LeFleur and David Folsom. The duty of the “light
horsemen” was to find and punish criminals.’? When the offense
warranted whipping,

he who had been condemned to receve this punishment never attempted
to evade it. He promptly presented himself near the church door, where,
singularly enough, this punishment was inflicted Betore the hour
appointed the neighborhood assembled, where they chatted and smoked,
never refering [sic ] to the matter in hand. The culprit was as gay and as free
as any of them. Precisely at the moment designated the light horsemen
would appear. The crowd then went into the church, closed the door and
struck up a hymn. At the same moment the culprit would say, T have
come, | am ready;” he would strip off his shirt, 2levate his hands, and,
turning his back to the light horsemen, say "proceed.” He was severely
scourged with a hickory switch. When fifteen or twenty strokes had been
gven he would turn each side to receive the blows, uttering no word and
manifesting no pain.

When the blows ceased. the church door was opened, and the whole
assembly marched out and shook hands with the sufferer, thus manifesting
ther apprecation of hss fortitude, and the subject was then and there

dropped forever.!*

Blood-for-Blood Code

The Choctaws considered accidental killing or murder a crime of
utmost seriousness, and this resulted in the implementation of
*  their severest law of . . . blood revenge. . . . It was acknowledged
among all, not only to be the right, but also the imperative duty of the
nearest relative on the male side of the slain, to kill the slayer wherever
and whenever a favorable opportunity was presented.” Only rarely did
the guilty one flee, but if this did occur, “any male member of the
murderer’s family . . . might become the victim of the avenger in
blood. . . .” Once the relative’s life was sacrificed, the murderer “could
return without fear of molestation; but the name of coward was given to
him--an appellation more dreadful and less endurable than a hundred
deaths. . . ." A relative of the guilty one could request to be executed in

"H B Cushman, History of the Choctaw . Chackasaw and Notcher Indans. p 88
1) F H Clatorne, Missssip as a Provmce, Teritory. and State. p 505
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the quilty one’s place, but this, too, was a rare occurrence. ¥ Cushman
describes an instance when a mother offered to die in the place of her
oldest son, who had killed an aged Choctaw man. According to the
code, once she made the offer, and it was accepted by the victim’s
family, the son had no choice but to allow his mother her wish. For
years after, he was "often taunted by the relatives and friends of the old
man he had slain, with the accusation of cowardice.” Not able to stand
the taunts and not willing to risk “his eternal destiny” by taking his own
life, he came up with an idea. He killed the son of the first man he had
killed, dug his own grave, cleaned his rifle, sang the death song, and
performed “the farewell shaking of hands of his relatives and friends
present”; after which, “the sharp rifle crack that immediately followed
told but too plainly that . .. [he] was dead.”15 Not only could relatives be
substitutes, but "any one might take the place of the murderer, and in
death of the substitute the law was satisfied, and the true criminal
remained exempt.”1¢

A Choctaw man had the responsibility to see that his brother, if he
had killed a man, was at the appointed time and place set for the
execution. Gregg reports an incident involving brothers that makes it
clear the finality with which the code was obeyed: "When the day
arrived, the murderer exhibited some reluctance to fulfill the pledge,
when the other said to him, My brother, you are no brave--you are
afraid to die--stay here and take care of my family- I will die in your
place’ whereupon he immediately attended the appointed spot, and
was executed accordingly.”V’

Two travelers into the Choctaw Nation during the early
nineteenth century recorded their observations of this rigid Choctaw
code. The first account is by an English traveler:

Fortescue Cuming observed = = that if one Choctaw maimed or
mutilated one another ma . fray, he lost his life. The guilty onewas given
a few days. or ff necessary, even a few months 1o settle his affar's. At the
end of the persad the cniminal must give himself 1 to the inured party, or
one of his nearest relatives, who never faled to carry out the penalty to the
fullest extent by shooting the offender *

M B Cushman, Histary of the Chexfow (he kasow und Narches imf&ms. P 203 0%

ind pp 205208
Wosah regy, “Commerov of the Prarws. Early, Western Travels. ed R G Thwates, vol 20, pp 311 312, cved
ndahn R Swanton Soure Mutenal e the Socsat amd Ceremonsat Life of the Chog e Induwns. p 104
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MReutan G Thaates wd foriv Western Travels 1788 1830, IV Curing s Towr to the Western Country, 1807

IR (Clewland 1908 ¢ 87 ited by Ova H Deweese " The Mssissipm Chocraws” (unpublsshed manuse npt,
Mississintn State Unnersty 1957 p &6
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The second account is by an American traveler:

Estwick Evans became acquainted with the Choctaw tribe whibe
vistng 10 Natchez. A few days before his arrval one Choctaw kifled
another. He saw the Choctaw penal law i action when the guilty one
immediately gave hmself up to his fate which was death *

Several historians recorded various incidents that attest to the
strength and consistency of the Choctaw blood-for-blood code.
Following are accounts from Claiborne, Romans, Bushnell, and
Swanton.

Claiborne

Ther cnminal code was very simple -bload for blood. This may be
dlustrated by the story of P1 in tubbee, a young Choctaw brave, wha Ived
n the present county of Winston Shortly before the first emigration west,
he quarreled with a warror and killed him on the spot He fled, but not so
far that he did not know that he had to die, and that a day had been
appointed when the Choctaws would assembile at a designated place, and
he was expected to appear and surrender his life for the blood he had shed.
The day came, and the people met on the crest of a hill overlooking the
valley of the Nan awy vah, about a mile from the sacred mound But the
fugitive was not there, and the day was wanmg. At length, they perceved
him rapdly approaching There was general rejoicing, for to have been
derelict would Save been a disgrace to his clan, and one of his kindred
would have had to die m his place. He excused his delay. that before his
mustortune he had made a promise to attend a dance alongway off, and as
it was his last on earth, he desired to keep it that after it was over he had
traveied night and day, and was now ready to de. @

Claborne

In the winter of 1824 a party of Choctaws had been picking cotton for
the planters near Rodney, and closed their labors with a frouc, . the men
got drunk, and the women concealed all the weapons they could get
haold of, to prevent bloodshed A quarrel sprang up between two young
men  They were separated by the women Next day at noon they were
seen standing with therr rifles twelve feet apart. They fired at the same
moment and one fell dead The survivor immediately seated himself on the
ground, stripped off his shirt, with a piece of ¢ harcoal drew, the outline of a
hear? 1ust over his own, and chanted the death song. Then . his own
tirother, in pursuance of the Choctaw code, shot him through the heart,
and thus termmated what would otherwise have become a family
vendetta

Wehan (0 Thwates od  Farly, Western Travels, 1748 1845 Vm,ggnrmk s Voyages. 1812 ISIQMEm_n's
Pedesrans 1o INIR Cleveland 1908 cited by Orval H Dewwese, “The Mssissippe Choctaws ™ (unpublished
aanubcrPr, Mississpp: Stare University, 18871, p 50

SIFH Clarorme Mssissop as o Provece. Temtory, and Store. p 488
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Romans:
It happened that a young Choctaw having d-:ne something deserving
reproof, . .. was therefore chid by his mother, this he took so ill as inthe
fury of his shame to resolve his own death, which he effected withagun; his
sister as his nearest relation thought herself bound to avenge his death,
and knowing the circumstances told her mother she had caused her
brother's death - .d must pay for his life; the old woman resigned herself to

- her fate, and died by the hands of her daughter, who shot her with a gun
which she had provided for the catastrophe.??
Bushnell- _

One night two men who were really friends, not enemies, were
dancing and drinking with many others, when they suddenly began
quarreling and fighting; finally one was killed by the other. The following
day after . ., the murderer realized what he had done, and knowing he
would have to die, . . . went to the relatives of the murdered man and told
them he was ready to meet his doom, but asked that he be allowed to
remain with them about two weeks longer, as he did not want to miss a
-dance to be held within that time. To this they consented, and during the
following days he was given many small presents, as pieces of ribbon,
beads, and tobacco. He was treated by everyone . . . with the greatest
respect and kindness; all endeavored to make his last days enjoyable. At
last came the event on account of which his life had been prolonged and for
three days and nights all sang and danced. The next day, just at noon,
when the sun was directly overhead, was the time fixed for the execution.
Shortly before that time his friends and relatives gathered at his house,
where he joined them. Al then proceeded to the cemetery, for the
execution was to take place on the edge of the grave that he himself had
helped to dig, in a spot he had selected. The murderer stood erect at one
end of the grave, and with his own hands parted his shirt over his heart.
Four of his male friends stood near with their hands on his shoulders and
legs, to keep his body erect after death. His female relatives were on each
side, and all were singing loudly. Soon he announced that he was ready. A
relative of the murdered rnan advanced and, pressing the muzzle of a rifle
against the murderer’s chest, fired 8

Swanton:

A curious account of a murder, apparently grounded in jealousy, is
thus related in detailing the proceedings of a congress of Chickasaw and
Choctaw Nations opened at Mobile by John Stuart, the British agent, on
December 3, 1771:

A party of hunters from Toussanna . . . had in [the] winter me! a white
man 1n the woods who had lost his way and was at the point of death for

‘B nard Romans. pp 87 88, «ited by John R Swomon‘Slfﬂrf'f@uffdbrrhc&iu{qydC«mwukdlh
Clem: [’Idwﬂ.l: p 105

“Daad | Bushnell Jr, The Chactews of Bayou Lacomb.” St Tammany Parsh, L ousans, Bullenn 48, p 25,
cited by John R Swanton, Snurcg_ :ff«:_t_t'frd for the S(_)fnl and CT_@'?J Life of the Choc taw Indians. pp 100110
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want of nourishment, [and the Indians had fed and taken great care of him,
by which means he had recovered entirely. ... After some days he joined
another party of Choctaws, in order to return to the nation {when] . . . the
person who had taken such care of him being offended, pursued and killed
him. The agent insisted that the Indian who had done the deed be himself
killed, and after a conference among themselves the Choctaw chiefs
agreed to 1t.%

The Choctaws also enforced their "ancient law of retaliation” upon
persons outside the Nation. “Some white hunters had wantonly
murdered a peaceful Choctaw in the Chickasaw country, and the
Choctaws, in accordance with their old custom, had satisfied the
demands of justice by killing an innocent white trader.” When Agent
Dinsmore "demanded the life” of the Choctaw who had killed the
trader, "a conference was called in September, 1812 . . . {where] this
Council abandoned in principle the law of retaliation” because the
Choctaws agreed to the "death of the Choc:aw who had killed the
trader”; however, the execution was cleverly delayed until after the
white murderer was punished.?® :

After the establishment of the “light horsemen,” the responsibility
of punishing murderers was shifted from private and personal to the
"light horsemen.” When a murder was committed, they gathered
testimony and if one

. was found quity of wilful and malicious murder, they announced the
verdict and appointed the time and place of execution. They never
arrested the . . . {guilty one], and he never failed to appear. He repaired to
the grave that had been already dug, knelt by the side of it, made atargeton
his naked breast for the executioner, was instantly shot, the grave filled up,
and he was never mentioned afterwards.?®

“The custom of leaving the murderer to be disposed of as the
relatives of the deceased saw proper, was then set aside, and the right
of trial by the light horse who acted in a three icld capacity--sheriff,
judge, and jury was awarded to all offenders.” They were “composed of
a brave and vigilant set of fellows, and nothing escaped their eagle
eves. ... 7

«Engish Dominons,” Musissipps State Department of Archns and Hestory, Jackson, Mssssippe, cited by John
R swanton, Source Moteral fw_gw Social and Ceremonal Lfe af_m Choctaw Indions, p 105

~Ange Debo. The Rise und Fall of the Choctow Rrpu{zir_ (Norman Oidahoma Unveraty of Oklahoma Press,
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Witchcraft

After missionary contact, changes occurred in the Choctaw view
of witches.’% Swanton says that “witchcraft was punished with death no
less than murder, but the two seem to have been closely associated in
the native mind. . . . "? One of the early missionaries, Cyrus Kingsbury,
was prompted to deliver a "sermon against the belief in witchcraft” after
an incident resulted in twodeaths. A "doctor” predicted the recovery of
a Choctaw girl, but when she died, it was decided that “her sudden
demise was the result of a. . . witch ball shot from an invisible rifle in the
hands of a witch”™ whereupon the dead girl's father killed the accused
witch. ¥ Debo suggests that an incident witnessed and related by Adam
Hodgson may have been the continuation of th: preceding situation.
He “saw fifty or sixty Choctaws assembled in the woods to avenge the
death of a woman who had been killed as a witch."s!

In 1829, the Choctaws established a law enabling a person who
had been accused of witchcraft the opportunimgi a trial.

Whereas, it has been an old custom of the Choctaws to punish
eersons said 10 be wizzards [sic] or witches with death, without giving
inem any farr tnial by any disinterested persons; and many have fallen
victims under the influence of this habit.

We do hereby resolve; in general counci of the ngrth, east, and
southern districts, that, in future, all persons who shall be adgused of being
a wizzard or witch, shall be tried before the chiefs and commhittees, or by
any four captains, and if they be found guilty, they shall be punished at the
discretions of the court. :

Be 1t further resolved, thay sf any person or persons shall find at any
place the entrals of a wizzard or witch, the said entrail going from ar
returning to the body, the said body shall be put to death at the place where
it may be discovered, and the said body shall be cut open, by a proper
person, and an exanunation be made to see whether it has in it any entrals,
and a report be made of said body.

And 1t 1s hereby further resolved, that no doctor shall have the power

. to pass sentence of death upon any person or persons that may be accused
of being a wizzard or witrch: and any doctor so offending shall suffer the
penalty of death.

It 1s interesting to note that the wording of the above council-

-

BAnge Debo The Rise and Fall of the Chodtow Repubbe, p 48
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v
established law combines “primitive beliefs and customs of the tribe”
with the "borrowed phraseoloay of Ang.o-American legal procedure.™?
Suicicie
Along with these definite, well-established views of punishment by
honorable death, the Choctaws had explicit views about suicide.
Suicide was viewed as an abhorrent act; and yet, a form of suicide,
through duels, was considered honorable and acceptable. An early
missionary, Israel Folsom described such duels: A quarrel or
disagreement between two warriors would often result in the challenge
of one by the other. The ensuing duel really meant death-for both, and
throu ,n dying, each warrior proved his bravery and the possession of
“an honest and sincere heart.” If one of the challenged should back out,
he would be considered cowardly and dishonest. There was a
"common saying among them that a man should never quarrel, unless
he Wwas willing to be challenged and to die.” After the challenge was
.verbally given, face to face, the time and place were designated; and
each of the challengers, along with their seconds, met. “The two
combatants then took their plages unarmed about twenty feet apart,
each with a second at his right side with arifle in hand. At agivensignal,
each second shot the combatant standmg before him. That closed the
scene.” e

Destiny of the Spirit

Perhaps the Choctaw belief in the destiny of one’s spirit involved in -

death by murder furthered the bounds of the code. Theg believed the

soul entered a

land of delight, ever warm, ever illumined by the beams of a vernal sun, and
+ ever spontaneously pouring forth its varied productions in rich
profusion. . . Here was a continued succession of dancing games, and
\ plays, and thus they glided sweetly away in one continued scene of festivity
and mirth. To enter #us land of delight, no amendment of the life was

necessary, and none were excluded from a participation of its pleasures,
except those who had committed murder of the most agaravated kind. . ..
&gse to this happy fand, and within sight of it, was the place to which
ghosts »f murderers went at death. By some uncontrollable destiny, they
were un e to find the bright path, which led to the land of the blessed, but
were comppelled to take another road . . . fo . .. their destination. Here,

~

*
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though m view of the happy land, they had no share in its pleasu--s. . . .

Thus was the believed fate of murderers. Unfortunately, a similar
fate awaited the victims. According to Bushnell, “persons dying by
violent deaths involving loss of blood, even a few drops,” did not go to
the land of delight, “regardless of the character of their earthly lives, or
their rank in the tribe. . . ."% '

After removal from Mississippi to Oklahoma, the Choctaws
established a “comprehensive law code out of a curious mixture of
English law and . . . [primitive] custom.” Prior to their dgparture from
Mississippi, they initiated principles that were to become the basis
of their legal system. :

When they nstituted the light emen . . . they accepted the principle
that law was a matter of tnbal contern rather than private revenge. When
they began to modify their ancient customs by decisions of their warriors in

- counci, they recogmized the legislative character of their legal code. ¥ i

As with any civilization, changes brought about by time and trends
affected the Choctaw code. After 1830, the death penalty was used for
“murder . rape (second offense), robbing with dangerous weapons, and
treason.” In 1834, the “killing of a witch or wizzard” was considered
murder. in 1839, treason was defined as “the act of a chief, captain, or
citizen in signing a sale of Choctaw land.”

Among other crimes were'theft, arson, seling intoxicating liquor, perjury,
forgery. polgamy, adultery, gambling or bringing cards or any gambling
device, disturbing religious ﬁwes, bribery. carrying pistols, skinning
dead anmals on the range, disturbing the peace, and defacing public
buildings '

Today, the Misgissippi Band of Choctaw Indians strives to serve
justice to all of its members. This is brought about, in part, through the
development of the Choctaw Tribal Code, through the appointment of

3 judges who are tribal members, and through tribal control of Choctaw
Law and Order. Still one of the largest and most advanced tribes inthe
Southeast, they continue their quest. . . fortified in their endeavors
through the strength of the law.

€.
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Deweese, “The Mississippi Choctaws,” p. 55. Unpublished
manuscript: Mississippi State University, 1957.
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Vision quests fulfilled
Through spiritual rebirth
Perpetuate peace

CHAPTER 3

NINETEENTH CENTURY MISSIONARY EFFORTS
AMONG THE CHOCTAWS

Katrina Alex

The British policy governing the area between the Mississippi
River and the Alleghanies, land acquired by the British with the Treaty
of 1763, made no provisions for missionary work among the Indians.
James Adair, an Englishman who traded with the Indians for forty
years, deplored the “British neglect of the Indians” in this regard. Adair
advised (Ye British government of the type of missionary the Indians
needed, voicing much concern over the evils already ex~erienced by
the Indians under immoral and uneducated clergymen.!

The Great Awakening, a period of religious revival in the middle
eighteenth century, followed by the Great Revivals sixty years later, |
“forged the framework” for missionary endeavors. By 1800, emphasis
was on "personal piety” and the masses, including Indians, Negroes,
and other underprivileged peop'e, not just for the “New England
Congregationalists.”

Another factor that influenced the establishment of missions for
the Indians was a law passed by Congress in March, 1819. This law,
entitled “An Act making provisions for the civilization of the Indian
tribes adjoining the frontier settlements,” provided financial support for
missions, which "no doubt encouraged the Missionary Board to
undertake missionary work among the Indians.” To qualify for this
support, missions had to teach the girls domestic arts and the boys
mechanical arts.?

Percy L Ramnwater, Indian Missions and Musonanes,” The Journal of Mississippi History 28 (Febvuary 1966):
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According to Peterson, the Choctaw Nation in its “strategy for
survival,” was aware that an educational program for the Choctaws
was imperative. Interest by the Choctaws in an educational program
was at a time when “Secretary of War, Calhoun, had urged Congress to
provide for Indian education. . . .” In 1818, the Choctaws requested
that a mission station be established at Eliot, located on the Yalobusha
River. The Choctaw Council supported Choctaw education by
allotting “a major portion of its annuity” when federal funds were not
sufficient. Early missionary attempts by the French had not been
successful. The Choctaws also had resisted Protestant missionaries
until they wer.. nonvinced that the missionaries were as interested in
“providing education and training as in converting them to
Christianity.™ ‘

When the missionaries went among the Chickasaws and
Choctaws, the Indians had already begun abandoning their old ways of
“roaming and hunting” and had begun ‘arming and raising cattle. The
Choctaws and Chickasaws wanted their children to be taught “the
white man’s way,” and welcomed the missionaries.®

In May, 1818, Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury of the mission at Brainerd,
near Chattanooga, in the Cherokee Nation, was requested by the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (jointly
managed by the Presbyterians and Congregationalists), to go into the
Choctaw Nation to establish a mission. His experienge and knowledge
of the "Indian character” were factors in this request. Mr. and Mrs.
Loring S. Williams, also of the mission at Brainerd, and a Mr. Ladd, a
hired man, left Brainerd May 25, and traveled by flat-bottomed boat
“down the Tennessee River for Colbert’s ferry where they arrived on
June 6.” Rev. Kingsbury left Brainerd May 30, after the Williams party
had embarked, but arrived at Colbert’s ferry the same day as the
Williams group. Kingsbury went ahead to the Yalobusha settlement,
then under control of Captain Perry, a half breed. “The settlement was
composed largely of half breeds, some of whom were owners of negro
slaves.” The Williams party, with the help of Kingsbury and Captain
Perry who had set out to meet them, arrived at the Yalobusha
settlement on June 27, 1818.%

sJohn H Peterson, Jr . "The Choctaws m Missssppy, the Pascagouls, Acclapissa, and Bayogouda® (unpublished
manusctpt, Misssspps Stare Unersity), pp 4748

Percy | Raswater, “Inckan Missions and Mssionanes” p. 20

%mwm undexm He_rdd 1818, vol 14, Pmopkﬂarﬂhﬁswyl‘f«dd 1819.vo! 15, cited by Henry S,
Halbert. “The Introduction of Chrmtiansty and Education nto the Choctaw Nation.” Chapter 12, Folder 145, Htmy
Sake Halbert Coliee fisn, Alabama State Archives. pp 15
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Captain Perry provided a house in his yard for the missionaries,
who were “most hospitably received.” On June 28, the next day, the
first Protestant services ever held in the Choctaw Nation were
performed. This service was attended by “half breeds, two white men
and the negro slaves.™

A site was chosen for the mission station, which was to be named
“Elliott,* in honor of the noted Apostle of the American Indians. It was
located about two miles from Yalobusha River, about thirty miles
above its influx into Yazoo River and in the present Grenada County,
Mississippt.” The missionaries “were unwearied” in their work with the
Indians, and directed their energies for many months toward erecting
mission buildings.”

On March 28, [ 1819} after solemn fasting and prayer, the first missionary
church was organized at Elott, consisting of ten members, the entire
missionary party. men and women Pending the completion of the regular
s houl house. on April 19, a school of ten pupils was opened m one of the
rooms »f the Mission house Some of the pupils were from families bvingin
distant parts of the nation

A mill, storehouses, and stables were completed by mid-summer.
In August, Dr Wilham Pride, a physician, arrived at the mission, along
with a blacksmith and farmer, Mr. Isaac Fisk. Other buildings and
shops were erected, and “soon furniture, wagons, and all kinds of
agricultural implements were made at the mission. Its future was now
secure.”t’

In 1820, “Apuckshunnubbee and Moshulatubbee, with seven
chiefs. visited Eliot and were highly elated at the progress of the
pupils. .. " At that time, the Choctaw country was divided into three
districts,

known as the western, northeastern and southern, called Upper Towns,
[ ower Towns, and Six Towns Each district had a ruling chief, and each
1own a subordinate chief, captain, and warrors, who managed the local
affairs of the people Elot was located in the western district, over which, at
that time. Pushmataha was the ruling chief, Mayhew, in the northeastern,
over which Apuk shunnubbee wes the chief and Moshulatubbee of the
sauthern ¢

Thd pp S6

This siternate speliing of Fhot” was left untouched and 18 recorded 88 tound in quuted sources According to
Cushman Hstory of the Choctaw, Chx kasaw and Natchez Incars, p 71, the mission wae nmed for Rev JohnFhot.

the distmeushed missconary, who wmkvﬂ‘wﬂh the indamns VO{IV;!“NQW England States
Hnd P 79
Wtad p 10
R 11T BRI

SRR otenar Hator, of the Chorr Chw kisau ond Nathee Indsans, td Angie Debo (New York Russell

& Rossatl 9700 1p % | 48
> BEST COPY BVAILABLE




I

IToxt Provided by ERI

Ric COPY AVAILABLE

'

Mr. Kingsbury left Eliot in 1820 to establish another mission. David
Folsom voluntarily assisted Mr. Kingsbury in selecting "a proper
situation for the contemplated mission.” Joined by Major John
Pitchiynn, Kingst ry and Folsom

selected a place for the mission station ona high pont overlooking
a grand praine towards the south and west, and on the south banks of a
stream flowin: into a stream now known as Tibr (corruption of the
Chaoctaw word It tib-h- to fight or having fought), where they at once
erected a camp, preparatory to the establishment of the missionary
station to which Mr. Kingsbury gave the name Mayhew. . 1

Halbert records that the site was “on the South side of Oktibbeha
creek overlooking an extensive prairie to the South.” Mr. Kingsbury,
with some laborers he had employed, began building a camp for shelter
until a “suitable house” couid be built. Because of storms and rains, "it
was several weeks before the mission house was completed.” On
March 23, 1820, "a day of great rejoicing, Mr. Kingsbury movedir:o. .,
[the mission house], having lived four weeks in the wet smoky camp.”
Mr Kingsbury returned to Eliot, after having made "arrangements for
opening of a garden, a cornfield and the building of cowpens.™

This secend mussion smong the Choctaws was named Mayhew, in
afectionate  remembrance of My Mayhew and his descendents,
missonanes among the Indans on Martha's Vineyard. Mayhew mission
was situated in the northeastern corner of Oktibbeha county
[Mississippi], and half @ mile from Lowndes county on the east and the
same distance from Clay county on the north ™S

The establishment of another station and another school, “echoed
and re echoed throughout the [Choctaw] Nation™ and applications
from “various parts of the Nation™ were made for stations and schools.
Councils were held and appropriations made for “churches, schools,
blacksmith shops, etc., and in 1820, annuities were appropriated . . . to
the amount of six thousand dollars annually to run for sixteen years.
These annuities were for large tracts of land sold by the Choctaws to
the United States.”i¢

Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, along with Mrs. Kingsbury, Rev. Alfred
Wright, and Dr. Pride, moved to Mayhew in the fall of 1820, to make it
their permanent home. Rev. Kingsbury retained “superintendence” of

L TRRT e

M rugriat arnd Misasonuary Fletaid 18X vl 18 h_ﬁumnury H"t‘_’ff‘ 1821, vol 17 cund mHenry S Hslbery, The
Inveandue ey of Chostaiiny, and B anon into the Choctaw Neton.” pp 18 20
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Eliot Mission By Apnil 1. 1821, “ten buildings had been erected and
nearly completed at Mayhew and a field of seventy acres opened. On
May 6, with impressie ceremonies, the first church was organized at
Mayhew ..~ A small school was “conducted” during 1821 for Indian
children, "which by the spring of 1822 grew to be a school of large. .
size "7

The closing exercises of the first sessiori of the Mayhew school
were attended by many parents and friends, who were "delighted at the
improvement of their children.” Chief Moshulatubbee attended with
many of his chieftains and warriors, and made the following remarks:

Siich a thing was not known here when lwas aboy [had heard ofit, but d
nut expect 1o see it | repowce that | have lived to see it. You must mmd your
teachers, and learn all you can. [ hope | shall live to see our councils filled
with the boys who are now inthis school, and that you wall then know much
more than we know and do much better than we do. ™

According to Claiborne, missionary schools were "well attended,
and contrary to expectation the pupils were found extremely docile
and subordinate.” Parents visited the school frequently and often
talked to the students about the advantages they had over their
forefathers ' ) .

Missionary chapels were crowded with Choctaws who “never
tired of listening to the narrative of the redemption. . . . The women
“arranged” themselves on one side of the chapel; the men on the other
side. The preacher, with his interpreter, if needed, stood in front of the
assembly.

At the end of every sentence the men would exclaim Yum ma' (very good )
Now and then, a warnior would qu.tly leave the church, and m a few
moments return with his capacious pipe filled with tobacco and sumach
|a plant of the cashew family], resume his seat, draw a few whiffs and pass it
1o his neighbor, and so the pipe traveled round until its contents were
exhausted Then he, who had been favored with the last puff, siently
withdrew, replenished 1t returned, and the pipe thus went round bi} the
exercises were closed "

of Chnstianity and Educaton into the Choctaw Naton, pp. @243
WHB Cushman, Matory of the Choctow, Chackasaw ond Naiches inckans, p. 84

W FH Clasborme, Musssinp as a Prownce, ,7”'””;“1‘?" State (Spastanburg, South Caroins  The Reprnt
Company, Publshers. 1978), p 504
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The Choctaws heard, "with amazement, the story of the cross and
the atonement.” It was their own creed for a man “to yield his life for
the life he had taken, [or] for a friend to die for a friend.” However, to
die for an enemy was beyond the “eloquence of the missionary” for
their understanding; “but it pleased God to enlighten their
understandings, and they soon manifested an earnest faith, visible in
their prayers, and in their lives and conversation.” Hymns were sung by
the Choctaws in iheir own language, although it was evident that some
improvisations were made. Claiborne describes the voices of e
Choctaw women as “low and sweet, corresponding with their gentle
manner and modest deportment.“2i

At the time of the Removal, 1830, when the Choctaws were

so cruelly driven from ther ancient domains to make room for
"Progress,” the Eliot and Mayhew mussions together with eleven others
established in various parts of the Choctaw Nation, were in flourishing
condimon, and this earlwest effort to evangehize this worthy people was
highly encoutaging from the readiness, yea, absolute eagerness, on their
part to receve mstruction. .. Many of the uselul arts of civiized life were
introduced, and  the mssionaries had  gathered many Chnstian
congreqatons of whom not a few had receved the good seed in an hones:
heart. 22

Debo records that as reported in Indian Affairs, Annual Reports,
1830, the Choctaw Nation had eleven schools, twenty-nine teachers,
and "an enroliment of 260 children.” Reading of their native language
had been taught to 250 adults. The Choctaw Academy?? had an
enrollment of eighty nine boys. 2 “Thus was established the
educational system, that was to be the greatest pride of the Choctaws
during all the rest of their tribal history.”

Visitors to the different communities that constitute the
Reservation of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, will find
numerous churches and missions on its grounds. The Choctaw
Central Schools (Elementary, Middle, and High), and other community

Hiwd | pp 508 505
PHB Cushman, History of the Choctnﬂ,_ Chxkasaw and Nnrchu_l_n&g, p 86

SThe Choctaw Academy was an academy for boys n Kensucky, established by the Bagtistsn 1825 It was n
eustence il 1841 (Debo, pp 44 45)

Ninckon Affairs Annual Report, 1530, TchB.Iid.@i_Nﬂms, Asnual Report, 189, cred by Ange Debo, be_&’!
and Faf of the Choctaw Rewbhf (Norman, Oklahoma  Unngrsity of Oklahoma Press. 1982), p €5

SAnge Debo, The Rise and Foll of the Chox fow Rrpn_aNE {Norman, Oidaboma Unversity of Okdahoma Press,
1982}, p €&
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schools, directed by the Bureau o! Indian Aifairs, are symbols of
progress in Choctaw schooling.
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This strong- heritage
Manifested through the young
Bequeather by elders

CHAPTER 4 .

CHOCTAW LANGUAGE: AN OVERVIEW
Shirley Wilson .

When Europeans made their first contact with native Americans,
the goals of the settlers and explorers were not linguistic or
anthropologic in nature. Thercfore, “the only data of the Choctaw
language prior to the early nineteenth century missionary efforts are
both scanty and largely unreliable.™ .

Tribes in Mississippi at the time of “European intrusion” included
the:

.. Acolapasa, Bayoguula, Biloxi, and Pascagoula on the Gull, the
Natchez on the lower Mississippi, the Chakchiuma, Choula, Houma,
ibitoupa, Koroa. Taposa, Tiou, and Vazoo on the Yazoo River and its
tributanes, and < Tunica in northwestern Mississippi. The Choctaws
occupred Mississippi's intenor center and south, and the Chickasaws
inhabited the north and northeast.?

The culture of the Mississippi tribes was similar, but language
differences were significant. The Choctaws, numbering around 20,000,
and the Natchez and Chickasaws, numbering about 4,500-each tribe,
had a “common language heritage--Muskhogean.” The language of the
Choctaws and Chickasaws was “virtually the same”, but the Natchez
version was different. European visitors described the Muskhogean

"Andrew Badger, “A Bref History of the Choctaw Language,” The Journal of Missssipr History (February 1978):
o -

'John R Swanton, The Indians of the Sourheastern Unated Sictes, Burssu of American Ethnoingy, Bulletin 137,
Quoted m A-reil M Gibeon, “The induns of Msssepps,” A History of Masissigps vol 1, civ. 3 (dackaon, Mississippt:
Unnarsity & College Press of Missussiper, 1973), p 69
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language as “'very agreeable to the ears, courteous, gentle and
musical . . . the women in particular so fine and musical as to represent
the singing of birds.”” A written language did not exist among the tribes
in Mississippi. '

In 1818, Protestant missionaries made a lasting impression on the
Choctaws, and their condition improved. Instruction in agriculture and
a written form of the Choctaw language were part of this growth. An
alphabet “suggested by the Hon. John Pickering” was used. The first
book printed was a spelling book, by the American Tract Society, in
1825.¢ ‘

D.G. Brinton, M.D., editor of work by Rev. Cyrus Byington, refers
to Byington as an “eminent scholar and missionary, whose nam~ is
inseparably connected with the later history of the Choctaw
nation. . . .~ Byington worked diligently with the Choctaw language,
with its difficult construction, 10 make it available for the "missionary
and philological student.” In 1834, Byington completed the first draft of
his Grammar. He wrote and re-wrote this work, until he died in 1868,

working on the seventh revision.®
Byington's own words, in 1864, record his views about what he had

accomplished; ,

The last year | revised the Choctaw Grammar, going over the ground

twice The last effort | hope 1s my best. and wij] be of use to learners of
Choctaw, and to Choctaw scholars in schools, but it needs further
revision. and then to be well transcribed. 1 commit these efforts m my old
age to the Lord. | have enjoyed these labours very much. The plessure of
happily resolving difficulties in these studies, and of success in the work, is
gratifying, and reviving to the ming.”

According to Brinton, Grammar “remains one of the most

valuable, original and instructive of any [work] ever written of an
American language.” Byington devoted "nigh half a century” of study to

M g Barsrars Touiein Thiowgh Nerth and South ('uralﬂmg,'qrg‘gia.fugl_ and West Florda, the Cherokee
Comartry the Easenoae Torotanes . ‘.lhr ML:N'(.WEQ.I'_;" _Clev_kACOH_'_‘mraw a";i ffﬂ—cgu—r;;y_—o‘l the Chot‘m—w;
quotedd i Arre't M Gibeon The lnm;m (-\I‘Mr;iiirowm,"—ﬂ f‘f_:s_!fxw-r;l h_f:!ﬂ:@s: 1 rf;_'i(J:c:um Mesiaspet
Utiiararty & Coliwge Pross of Missssippn, 1973, p 70 o
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the task, and Brinton-questioned whether any other person would ever
devote such time or have the ability and opportunity, to analyze the
language as Byington did. Byington also prepared a Choctaw
dictionary that contained approxirgately 15,000 words. At the time of
Brinton's edition, Byington’s dictionary manuscnpt was in the
pussession of Byington's family .

Albert James Pickett wrote a history of Alabama that. contame«d
sketches of Indians who occupied this temtéry before Mississippi and
Alabama became states. According to Geotge H. Ethridge, who dites
Pickeit in his articic “The Mississippi Indians”, the Choctaws had

“orators o! 1 h skth whose imagery was exceilent and whose
metaphors were beautiful and forceful*-forceful largely because they
came from observation which others also had frequehﬂy made.”
Eloquence in speech was ofien a irait congidered for. leadershxp in
addition to bravery and wi dom.”

Pushmataha was a Choctaw chief whose eloguence in speech is
Fastorically recorded. According to Gideon Lincecum, Pushmataha
possessed "the strqngest and best balanced intellect’'of any man . . . | he]
had ever heard spéak . . [in] forty years of great men and their wntten

- thoughts” When Pushmataha spoke at national councils, quxte a
numher of whne men” in attendance would be "chained to their seats
for hours ‘at a time although they understood not a word of his
.langudge Such was the force of his attitude and expressive
gesticulaion. His figure, and elucidatians were sublime beyond
romparison 710 Pushmataha was chief of the Southern District of the
Chuctaw Nation during the early nineteenth century '
Historicaly, the Choctaws had several dialects. The most
+ prestigious wa. “that of the Okla Falaya ‘Long People” in the western -
part of Mississippr.” The least prestigious was “that of tht’ Okla
Hannah "Sixtown People’ in Newton and Jasper counnes " Speech«

\ . apd . . . E
George A Ethnoge, T Misswsipp Indians”, Clanon La_di_w. Jackson, Missspp:, 26 Februasy 1939,

1"Gideon Lincecur, Tradue » 5 History of the Chahta Nation, 1861 {Univerity of Tenas Library, 1932), Adenda,
p 7. ‘part collechon, Nc;o-b;-é.mmry [ibrary, Phh;dsphu M.m;;vt -

"Herman J Vicls, Thomas £ McKenney., xmflng:o}gma'. Early Inchan Pokcy 1816 1850 (Chwcago Tha *
Swaow Press Inc . 1974), p 127 " '

M gteral tranalacon okla people, hannath six, tamahs fown
Thails Lewss, Dector of Bibngual Education, Mssssipp: Band of Chactaw Indians, Pear! River, Mississipp, 3
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variations existed not only between the Sixtown group and the others,
but also “between the speech of the other parties, but in course of time,
that of the western group, the Long people, came to be recognized as
standard Choctaw.”"13-

"According to Cyrus Byington, the dialectal differences between
standard Choctaw and Sixtown Choctaw were ‘confined mainly to
certain words, involving but very slightly the language as a whole.”!s
The Choctaw language was important, not only because the Choctaws
were the largest linguistic group in the Muskogean family, but also
because "Choctaw formed the basis for the lingua franca of the
southeastern region. ™1

Accor "ng to Badger in a 1978 publication, the majority of
Mississippi Choctaws are "bilingual and moderately literate in English.”
He states that cultural patterns will, in future generations, be only
curiosities and relics, if the Choctaw language is not retained and
fostered.'®

Thallis Lewis, a Choctaw tribal member, has worked with and
among her people for many years in tribal educational programs. Two
of these programs, Bilingual Education and English as a Second
Language, involve language development, and this has enabled her to
observe trends in the progression of language changes on the
reservation.

Through contact with Chactaws of many ages, she has seen two
phases or distinctions of speech emerge: One, the older Choctaws
speak the Choctaw language “the old way.” The entire word is
pronounced and that pronunciation 1s the “old Choctaw language.”
Two. speakers, both young and old, combine Choctaw and English
within a sentence. This will happen particularly with words that
describe or belong to something in the non Choctaw culture; for
example, words associated with advanced technology.

Hohn R Swantan Source Materail for the Soc - amd Ceremonal L ile of the (Cho taie Indine Bureau of
Ametw an bihnokngy Bulletin Had gu iwd n Aodrew Badger A Beaet History of the Chor taw L anguase T he Jowrnal
of Missisayxy Hstom, vol 40 e ¥ achson Msssnppr The Mssissippr Dlepartment of Arcraes and Hm:ﬁ». 19781,
p 50
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Today, t&s\tudems are caught in the dilemma of wanting to retain
their Choctaw , but yet they understand the ne:essity of
speaking English.® of this, many students do not speak
“standard English,” but\rather a "Choctaw-flavored English:”

Currently, Lewis the privilege of observing language
development personally at close range. She has a granddaughter
that is under one year of She and her daughter, Jane, talk to the
baby daily, in both Choctaw and English. Words are spoken to the baby
in one language and the same Words are then repeated in the other
language. Lewis is interested in watching the language development of
the baby, and wonders which lan she will choose to speak first.1?

Following is a questionnaire developed for insight into current
language practices as experienced and vgwed by thirty-six Choctaw
students.

N\
S

UInterview wath Thalls Lews, Musssspps Choctaw Tribal Membery, Mississipp Band of Choctaw bciane, Peart
Rner, Missssaipp, Interview, 27 Februwy 1985
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10.

SAMPLE QUESTIONNAIRE

What is your first language?
Choctaw English

What is the dominant language in your home?
" Choctaw English

Key for questions listed below:
a =cannot b =some ¢ =moderately d = fluently

How well can you speak Choctaw?
a b c d

How well can you write Choctaw?
a b c d

How well can you read Choctaw?
a b < d

If you do not speak Choctaw, how well do you understand the
language?
a b ¢ d

Do you think that bilingual courses should be offered at Choctaw
Central High School?
Yes No Why or why not?

Would you take a class taught in Choctaw?
Yes No Why or why not?

Do vou think that classes should be taught in Choctaw?
Yes No Why or why not?

Is there an advantage or disadvantage to being bilingual?
Advantage Disadvantagr

Why? | __

o8
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11

12.

13.

14.

lf you are bilingual, do you find the Choctaw language more
precise than the English language?
Yes No Why or why not?

If you are bilingual, do you feel that the Choctaw language
int~rferes with English language pronunciation?
Yes No Why or why not?

Do you think that the Choctaw language was different before
removal to Oklahoma?
Yes No If yes, in what way?

In the future. do you think the Choctaw language should be
taught to young childen?
Yes No Why or why not?
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STUDENT RESPONSES (N = 36)
1. What is your first language?

27 Choctaw
9 English
2. What is the dominant language in your home?
29 Choctaw :
7 English
3. How well can you speak Choctaw?
3 cannot
8 some
12 moderately
13 fluently
4. How well can you write Choctaw?
22 cannot
13 some
1 moderately
0 fluently
5. How well can you read Choctaw?
9 cannot
24 some
3 moderately
0 fluently
6. If you do not speak Choctaw, how well do you understand the
language?
0 cannot
6 some )
11 moderately
12 fluently
7 no response

7. Do you think bilingual courses should e offered at Choctaw
Central High School?
29 yes
7 no

Positive replies:

8 "For students who want to learmn the language but
were never taught.”

5 "Because everybody should know about the Choctaw
language--the past and present.”
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“To learn more languages.”

“Because we should not lose our traditions/language.”
"Because it would be fun leaming a different
language.”

"To help the students.”

“To learn more about early ancestors.”

"Because half and half would be more helpful.”

"To know more of the English meanings and more
history.”

"Maybe there are some students who don't
understand it well enough in English.”

“To give young Choctaws and non-Choctaws more
understanding of Indians/Whitemen; also to read and
write.”

“To learn more words.”

No explanation given.

Neyative replies:

1

PO rt rmd et e

"Because most of the students should already know
the Choctaw language.”

"Because | hate going to bilingual class.”

"I could hardly understand it.”

“Because their parents can teach them.”

“Not necessary.”

No explanation given.

8. Would you take a class taught in Choctaw?

23
13

Yes
No

Positive replies:

7
3

- N

[

“So | can learn more of the Choctaw language.”
“To learn to read and write Choctaw/learn customs
and traditions.”

“To learn to read and write/speak.”

“So we could speak the language properly; not all of us
know it well.”

“To learn to read, write, signal (hand), and sing.”
“To learn words | don’t know.”

“To learn more than I know now.”

"So I won't forget how to speak and read it.”
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. 1 It would be interesting to learn more.”

N 1 “To learn more of the language so it can be passed
along to others.”

“Lmight understand better if it is taught in Choctaw.”
*If 1 knew the language well, [ would.”

1 "Because it would make me think about how our
people started speaking Choctaw.”
1 No explanation given.

Al

Neéative replies:

1 "1 would hardly understand it.”
“Because 1 might not learn anything in English or
might mix my Janguage up.”

1 “1 don'’t really neéed to know the language, because |
can understand a lot of it.”

1 "1 can’t understand what the words mean.”
*] don’t think | would understand most of the words
the teacher is speaking.”

1 "1 don’t think I would--a whole lot.”

1 “Too much work.”

1 "1 would rather take English, because | understand
Engiish.”

5 No explanation given.

9. Do you think classes should be taught in Choctaw?
17 Yes
18 No
1 Undecided
Positive replies:

2 "So the students could understand what they're
talking about.”

2 "Because some of the students dont really
understand English.”

1 “Because some of the students might not know what
the name of an animal is or how anything else is
pronounced.”

1 “Because we are Choctaw and need to know more

about the language.”

1 "To teach the language.”
“If the students want {0 learn more about the Choctaw

language.”
62
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"If the course is in Choctaw.”

*So the language can be passed on.”

“If the course is Choctaw.”

“Because some parents don't teach us anymore.”
*If it is a Choctaw school, why shouldn’t they?”
"Because some of the elders and some of the adults
only speak Choctaw.”

“For some people.”

"They need to learn.”

No explanation given.

Undecided:

“I don’t know; for one, it would be easier to students
that know Choctaw, but then would the book be
written in English or Choctaw? Plus, the kids might get
too ‘use to’ the course, and not learn enough proper
English.”

Negative replies:

4

“There might be a student who doesn’t understand
the Choctaw language.”

“It is better to teach in English because that is what is
mostly spoken ‘nowadays.””

"Because we have few Choctaw teachers.

"Because everyone is using English.” \
"So we would be able to speak better around péople
who don’t know Choctaw.”

"So everybody can learn to speak Choctaw and
English.”

"I don’t think all classes should be taught in Choctaw,
just some.”

"Because we need to learn how to speak English as
well.”

"Even though Choctaw 's our language, English needs
to be taught more.”

“Most everything is written in English.”

| prefer English classes.”

"Because students who speak English and Choctaw
might get mixed up.”

“I don't know.”
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“Because it might affect the people.”
No explanation given.

10. Is there an advantage to being bilingual?

28
7
1

Positive replies:

Advantage
Disadvantage
No response

2
2

1

ot et b

“You can communicate with other people.”
"Because we understand two languages and
understand each other.”

“Because they like it.”

"Because some students do not speak the English
language.”

“Learning isn't hard when you try it; it's like trying to
speak another language.”

“You could talk to Choctaws and white folks o1
anybody else wh.c wouldn't understand, and they
would want to kaow what you said and what language
you were speak.r.g ”

"Because you might want to know the language
anyway.”

*It's more easy to learn and understand.”

"So you would be able to teach Choctaw and English
to the ones who don't know.”

"So we can have two languages to speak so people
won’t understand what we say, so we can discuss
situations among ourselves.”

“It helps vou to talk to people and make them
understand.”

“They have more experiences.”

"You can understand a language a lot of people can't.”
“Because many people would want to be bilingual.”
"Because you can translate for someone who doesn't
understand. Plus, it would come in handy if another
person couldn’t speak English, only Choctaw.”
"More Choctaws are now speaking in English.”

“It helps to understand more in English.”

No explanation given.
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12.

Negative replies:

1 "Because | dont know what they are saying
sometimes.”

*Because books are written in English.”
*Because-some people are prejudiced.”

I don’t know.”

*Because other Choctaw people want to learn more
English.”

2 No explanation given.

1 No response.

[V S R -

If you are bilingual, do you find the Choctaw language more
precise than the English language?

Responses were omitted due to student confusion over the
question.

If you are bilinqual, do you feel the Choctaw language interferes
with English language pronunciation?
9 Yes
23 No
4 No response

Positive replies:

1 “Because what you can say in English you can say in
Choctaw, and sometimes you use the Choctaw
word.”

1 “Because all we learn is the English language rather
than Choctaw.”

1 "Because it happens lots of times.”

6 No explanation given.

Negative replies:

1 "Both languages are spoken, so they do not interfere
with each other.”

1 “The Choctaw language is different from English.”

1 “If I know English, which is a hard language, [ think
could speak Choctaw.”

1 “How can it interfere?”
1 “Because Choctaw words almost sound like the
English.”

1 "1 think its equal, if we speak both languages.”
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1 "] don't speak Choctaw; | wouldn’t know.”
1 “Sometimes it's the English.”
1 "Because | understand more Choctaw then English.”
1 "Because if you know English already, you won't
forget it.”
1 "It is easier to relate with your friends, other than
talking English.”
12 No explanation given.
. 4 No response given.
13. Do you think that the Choctaw language was different before
removal to Oklahoma?
14 Yes
19 No
3 No 1esponse

Positive replies:

1 “They would have pronounced the words differently.”

1 "Different pronunciation or meanings.”
1 "Different communities keep changing names and
words.”

1 "Because if the Choctaws and Choctaw language
differ, it had to be different.”

1 "1 think there were more words in the Choctaw
language.”

1 "It changes over the years.”

8 No explanation given.

Negative replies:

1 "Because they were Mississippi Choctaws before they
went to Oklahoma.”
1 “1 think it is still the same.”
17 No explanation given.
3 No response.

14. In the future, do you think the Choctaw Janguage should be
taught to young children?
32 Yes
4 No

Positive replies:

2 "It would keep the tradition going.” §
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“To keep up the heritage.”
“So they would know more in Choctaw than English.
However, English is important, too, but their language
should come first.”
*So that the Choctaw people would not forget the
Choctaw language.”

hey can keep up the Choctaw tradition of
speaking the language.”
il help them understand what it means.”
*So they could learn it as well as English.”
"Because they will need to know and understand then'
own culture.”
*So that young children could talk ‘straight’ in thelr
language.”
"It could be useful when you need to interpret for
other people.”
~So they can go on with the Choctaw language.”
“Because they are Choctaw.”
*Because its part of our heritage.”
"Young children need to know their language, so they
won't forget when they get older.”
“Because we do not want to lose the Choctaw
lgnguage
*To know the Choctaw language; to read and write.”
“They would know more Choctaw words as they grew
up.
“Just to keep our culture.”
“To keep in good spirit--of their mother language.”
“To keep the heritage in the family.”
"So young children will learn how #6 talk the Choctaw
Janguage.”
"Because they are Choctaw and should keep it up.”
No explanation given.

Negative replies:

1

1

*When they are taught Choctaw, they will not
understand English.”

“When we go out into the world, people aren’t going to
speak Choctaw; they will speak English.”
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1 "Maybe they would cope with life better, speaking
English.”
1 “The school books are written in English.”

Survey results indicate the importance the Choctaw students
place on knowing their language and "perpetuating” their Choctaw
heritage. This is reflected in the number of students who consider

hoctaw their first language and the number of positive responses in
regard to the Choctaw language being taught as a class. Qpinions were
equally divided in regard to the Choctaw language being used as a
“vehicle” in teaching a course. The primary concern was that their
mastery of the English language would be affecied.

The Choctaw language is surviving and playing an important role
in the lives of Choctaw students. Hopefully, each generation will strive
to keep the Choctaw language, traditions, and culture alive.
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Two become one while
Cherished customs are renewed
Through honor-bound vows

CHAPTER 5

CHOCTAW IMAGES, COURTSHIP, AND MARRIAGE
Loretta Willis

In 1818, when missionaries began their labors in the Choctaw
Nation, the Choctaws were described as being "hospitable, grateful for
favors, unobtrusive, neither forgetting or forgiving. They were fond of
dress, of paint and plumes, of trinkets and jewelry,” and they spent
hours “adorning” themselves. Their favorite colors were red and blue.
They wore ornaments of silver, which they obtained during “predatory
excursions about the sources of the Arkansas and Ouachitta, and from
the earlest times there were skilled artisans in metal among them.”
Testimomes by missionaries described the Choctaws as “strictly
honest” and “scrupuously {sic] punctual.” If ar: article was borrowed, it
was returned “the very hour . promised.” The Choctaws “recognized
a Supreme Being or Great Spint, who made and ruled all things. But
they had not even a traditional knowledge of any other religion. They
believed the air was peopled with good «nd evil spirits, the latter more
numerous, and to their influence they attributed individual and national

1

misfortunes ™
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Choctaw men were "moaeis of manly beauty, tall, well developed,
active, graceful, with classic features and intellectual expression, grave,
dignified, deliberate and always self-possessed.” When not at war, the
males “were usually hunting, not in parties, (unless they . . . {thought
they may] . . . encounter enemies) but singly and alone . . . [the] only
companion a small dog. They were dexterous with the bow and arrow,
and became expert with the rifle.”?

Choctaw women, “particularly the maidens, {were] small, delicate,
beautifully formed, with sparkling eyes|,] and tresses that swept the
ground, drooping their eyes before a warrior’s glance, but gay, social,
fascinating, their voices low and lute-like, and their laugh like the ripple
of a brook over its pebbly bed.”?

They were the burden bearers, and bread providers of the tribe, and if ever
woman's mission, with all its trials and grievances, has been fathtfully and
uncomplainingly performed, it has been by the Indian women of the South.
Untaught, . with only mstinctive tendermness delicacy and sense of duty
of their sex to gunde themn, they uniformly manifested the hughest attributes
of human nature Chaste, modest. resigned. patient, industrious, honest,
devoted to husband and children, and always faithful to their country.
They brought up their qirls like themselves; they taught their boys to be
honest, truthiul and brave ¢

Rev. lsrael Folsom as quoted in Cushman, records that the
Choctaws “were divided into various clans called lksa, established and
regulated upon principles of unity, fidelity and charity.” The principles
were “inviobly [sic] observed . at all times and under all
circumstances and never . . . forgotten.” In time of need, all . . . [one]
had to do was to give the necessary intimation of his membership of one
of those lksas,” and he would receive assistance. Marriage between
persons of the same lksa was “forbidden by the common law of the
tribe. ™

Swanton, quoted an “informanit,” Simpson Tubby, inregard to the
“exogamic system.”

“It 1t was found that two people of the same 1ksa had married, they were
separated even though they belunged to different towns Sometimes a man

pretended that he belonged 1o an 1ksa different from that of a woman
whom he wished to marry, when in factit was the same, and did marry her.,
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but as soon os the truth was known they were separated.™

Marnage and courtship customs among the Choctaws in the past
have been recorded by numerous historians and missionaries. Some
accounts are similar; some different. Descriptions vary, covering
simple, meaningful ceremonies to elaborate, symbolic ones.

As quoted in Swanton, an anonymous French authority recorded
the following:

When a youth wishes to marry, he goes to find the father and mother
of the grl whom he desires. After having made his request he throws
before the mother some strings of glass beads, and before the father a
breechelout . If they take the presents it is a sign of their consent, and then
the youth leads the girl away to his home without other ceremony. From
this moment the mother can no langer appear before her son-in-law; if they
arv ubliged to reman in the same room they make a little partition between
them far fear lest they see each other. . . . They may abandon their wives
whenever they wish, and take many of them at a ime. | saw one who had
three sisters When they marry a second time they take the sister of the
dead wite, if she had one, otherwise a woman of the family.’

According to Rev. Israel Folsom, as quoted by Cushman, when a
young man decided on marriage during ancient times, “he tested his
own standing” with the girl. He "slyly and unobserved,” threw "a little
stick or pebble at her.” She, in turn, understood the "little messengers
of love.” If she approved, she returned the action; if not, she left the
room. When there was approval, the groom returned in two or three
days with presents for the parents. Then the marriage date was set;
friends were invited; and a feast was planned. The prospective groom
chased the prospective bride towards a pole set at a pre-designated
point. She would let him catch her before the pole was reached; but if
she had changed her mind, which "<eldom happened,” she would not
let him catch her. After catching the willing party, the groom led her
back to where lady friends were waiting to place her on a “blanket
spread upon the ground.” She was surrounded by a circle of women,
who bestowed gifts on her head. The presents, however, did not go to
the bride, but were claimed by the womenin the circle who grabbed for
them as they fell upon the bride’s head. After all the presents had been
claimed, the two "were pronounced one--man and wife; then the feast
was served, after which all returned to thexr respective homes with
merry and happy hearts.”®
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Claborne, in his notes from his “Journal as United States
Senator,” records that when a young warrior was in love, he applie-l to
the maternal uncle, not to the father or mother. A price was agreed
upon and payment was made to the uncle. The groom and his relatives
"dressed in their best,” would go to an "appointed place,” where they
lingered until noon, when the bride emerged from her parents’ lodge.
Surrounded by her friends, she watched for an opportunity and then
fled into the woods, her friends covering her "retreat.” The female
relatives of the groom pursued her. lf she was anxious for the match, it
was easy to overtake her; if not, she ran until she was exhausted.
Sometimes she escaped and wandered "to a remote village where
she . . . {was]adopted” and could not be reclaimed. The bride whowas
"overtaken,” was returned to the groom's friends where she received
gifts tossed on her lap. Female relatives tied "a ribbon or some beads in
the hair,” and “provisions brought by friends . . . [were] divided among
the company to be taken to their respective homes.” The bride was
then “conducted to a lodge adjoining her parents,” where “late at night
her lover . found his way to her arms.” The next morning, the couple
disappeared, and “the fawn of the woods . . . [had to] be sought in the
camp of her husband.™

A “Very litle capital” was required to gointo housekeepmg LLand was
free, and cabins could easily be built at the side  f some spring. Ayoung
couple found it sufficient when they had a small 1. n kettie for cooking
hominy and venison and a wooden bow! for serving the food when it
was cooked. No tables were needed, because seating was on the
ground. !

“If a chief wished to marry, he had to send his principal men to
select a yo;ﬁg and beautiful girl of a noble family. The girl who was
selected was brought before the chief. Then the wedding took place
with great pomp and ceremony.”!!

Pushmataha, one of the most well-known of the Choctaw chiefs,
had two wives.

' Pushmataha. in umison with the ancrent custom of the Choctaws, had
two wives Being asked f he did not consider it wrong for a man to have
more than one hving wife, he replied: “Certainly not. Should not every
woman be allowed the privilege of having a husband as weli as a man a wife?
and [si1c] how can every one have a husband when there are more women
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than men? Our Great Father had the Choctaws counted last year, and it
was ascertamed that there were more women than men, and if a man was
aliowed but one wife many of our women would have no husbands Surely,
the women should have equal chances with the men in that particular ~

According to an 1899 publication, a Choctaw was “not slow in
resenting any insult offered to the female portion of his family.” In one
incident, when a white soldier "grossly insulted,” Pushmataha’s wife,
the chief “knocked him down with the hilt of his sword, instead of
plunging it through his body, as he should have done.” Had the offender
been the commanding General, he would have, in the wnrds of
Pushmataha, received the point of the sword, not the hilt. In his answer
to the General's inquiry, Pushmataha said: "He insulted my wife, and |
knocked the insolent dog down; but had you General, insulted her as
that common soldier did, | would have used the point upon you instead

,of the hilt, in resenting an insult offered to my wife.” The common
soldier who insuited Pushmataha’s wife was, as Cushman evaluated it,
“too comtemptible a creature for the point of his sword.”13

Polygamy was not “universal” among the Choctaws, but it was
"tolerated.” The wives lived in separate cabins, “generally ten or more
miles apart.” If two wives were sisters, they could live in the same
house, but sometimes they “lived in the same vard, but in different
houses. ™!

Choctaws of the same cle~ could not intermarry. This was
regarded "with the same horror as the white man . . . [marrying] his own
sister.” Choctaw clans were

all perpetuated in the female ine When a man marned. he was adopted

into the family of the wife, and her brothers had more authonty over her

children than her husband, therefore, when a{man]. . wishedto marry a

- girl, he consulted her uncles, and f they consented to the marnage, the
facher and mother approved

In regard to the “attitude of the Choctaw toward sexual off¢nses,”
fornication was considered a "natural acc:dent” and therefore was not
a senious offense, but adultery was a different matter. If a woman was
adulterous, she became an outcast and was destined to spend her
remaining days separated from the rest of the group. In addition, she
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was to appear at a public place where she was “carnally known” by
whomever it pleased.!®

Aboha Kullo Humma (Red Fort), chief of the Okla Hunnali, wrote
a letter October 18, 1822, to the Prudential Committee, listing some
laws he had established. (Red Fort’s letter was forwarded with Rev.
Cyrus Kingsbury's letter to the committee. Kingsbury was soliciting
more ieachers for teaching in Red Fort’s district.) The following was
included in the laws: "The Choctaws have, sometimes, run off with
each other's wives. We have now made a law, that those who do so,
shall be whipped thirty-nine lashes; and if a woman runs away from her
husband with another man, she is also to be whipped in the same
manner.”!’ _

In regard to divorce, Claiborne recorded the following: "The
marriage endures oniy during the affection or inclination of the parties,
and either may dissolve it at pleasure. This, of course, very often
occurs, in which case the children follow the mother; the father has no
control over them whatever.”18

Deweese, citing Foreman, states that “divorce was considered to
have taken place when a difficulty arose between the husband and wife
and they no longer . . . [ate] from the same bowl.” The house was
“returned to its original owner, whether it was the husband or wife.” If
the couple lived with relatives and it was the wife's relatives, she could
“drive” her husband away. If they lived with the husband’s relatives, he
could do the same.!?

The uncle of the wife also had the authonty to grant divorce. He could
chashse his miece if she did not treat her husband decently. Likewise, if the
hushand did not conduct himself properly, the uncle could take the wife
away The children were allowed to stay with the mother after a divorce.
There could be no reunion after the divorce unless the difficulties could be
settled by the husband and wife or by the uncle. Then another marriage
ceremaony took place after the husband repurchased his wife.®

Adolph Jimmie, of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians,
granted the following interview, thus contributing a current memoir:

“Bernard Romane, A Concae Nafural History of East and West Fiorda, vol 1, quoted in John R Swanton,
Source Materal for the Socxl and Ceremonsa! Lije of the Choctaw Indsons, Bureau of Amencan Erhnology. Bullenn
103 (Washington, D C - Unated Seates Printing Olfice, 1931}, pp 1 G111

"HB Cushman, History of the Choctaw, Chickasow and Nosches Inchans. pp 87 88

W FH Clabhorne, Misssspon as 0 Provnce. Temitory, anxd State, p 517

rant Foreman, Advancing the Fronter, caed by Orval H Dewerese. “The Mississipp: Choctaws” (unpublished
manuscript. Mssissippr State Universty, 1987, p 12
< Ytuct
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Was a Choctaw man permitted to court the woman of his
choice?

No.

If a Choctaw man was interested in marriage, to whom did he
go with his intentions?

He would go to his aunt, whowould go to the girl’s aunt with his
intentions. If the outlook was’positive, then the girl’s parents
were approached for permission.

Could the girl refuse a proposal, if her parents approved of the
union?

Not initially; however, she had the option to physically run
away during the ceremony.

Was the couple allowed to spend any time alone together
before their "engagement™?

No.
After the “engagement ¢
No.

Describe any wedding preparations you remember or may
have heard about.

The man was represented by his aunt, who made the request
for the girl through her aunt. The two reached an agreement as
to the probable marriage, and the girl's aunt and relatives
arranged the marriage. The festivities were taken care of by
the girl's family, and this mcluded the ceremony and the eating.
The groom provided the food, usually predetermined by the
girl’s family. On the selected day, the families got together and
had the wedding ceremony and feast.

Who performed the wedding ceremony?

An elder in the community or a designated individual of the
family.

Describe the kind of ceremony that took place.

The bride and groom were seated together in a designated
place and the family and friends provided gifts for the
ceremony. The gifts belonged to the girl's family, as they were
brought to them. This continued until the girl’s parents were

satisfied with the gifts of the groom’s family as a show of
worthiness.
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10.

11.

12

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

What kind of wedding clothing did the bride and groom wear?

. Traditional Choctaw clothing, as it is referred to today.

Was any food served following the wedding? If so, was the food
traditinnal in kind or was just any kind served?

Yer., any kind of food provided by the groom’s family.

Did any kind of celebration take place following the wedding,
such as dancing, games, etc.?

Yes, any festivities that were at the pleasure of the two families.
Who provided the living quarters for the new couple?

The girl's family.

Couid a man have more than one wife?

Polygamy was practiced until the infiltration of today’s laws
and the financial necessity! ,

Could aewoman have more than one husband?
No.

If polygamy was allowed, which was the most popular,
polygamy or monogamy?

Polygamy, until laws and finances later determined
monogamy.

Was a divorce possible in the past? If so, under what
conditions?

Yes, but rarely. The man determined the divorce.

If divorce was possible, could either the man or the woman
make the declaration of intent?

The man determined the intent and conditions.
What constituted divorce?

See answer 16.

What was the punishment for adultery?

In the case of the woman, she was publicly humiliated or
offered to other men in the community or village, and the
marriage was dissolved at that point.

Did adultery “laws” hold true for the man as well as for the
woman?

I am not aware of a man’s punishment for adultery.

50
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20. Do you think young Choctaw couples should hold on to

, _wdd‘mgcustomsofme past? Why or why not?
) Yes. With: recent laws enacted by the tribe recognizing the
tribal wedding as true matrimonial rites and not necessarily

having to adopt state laws governing marriage, marriages
today may be held in the traditional Choctaw way.?

* ® *

Choctaw courtship and marriage customs have undergone
changes over the years, as in other societies. However, many of the
traditions are still evident at “traditional” Choctaw weddings today.

Fintervew with Adolph Jenmie, Attendance Tox hnscian, Choctaw Central High School, Pear! River, Mississippt,
1 Fetwuary 1985
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Choctaw couple, in traditiona attire, in a contemporary Choctaw wedding / Photo, courtesy of Bill Brescia
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Tributes forged in stone.
Allow us to remember
Heartbeats from time past

CHAPTER 6
PUSHMATAHA REMEMBERED

Diane Isaac

Many events depicting Pushmataha’s lif> are recorded in history,

* for he was an active, well-respectaedfarrior chief, skilled as a speaker,

statesman, and diplomat. He was born in 1764 on the east bank of the

Noxubee River, near the present-day town of Macon, located in east-
central Mississippi.’

As a warrior, he led several war parties against the Creeks, whom
he resented because they had reportedly killed his parents. He carred
this resentment with him until he died. Until the capture of Pensacola,
he held the position of colonel, with special honor, during the Creek
War. On January 27, 1815, he was discharged as a Brigadier Generai
from the American forces.? '

Pushmataha was not one to turn away from a conflict; in fact, he
reportedly traveled great distances to fight. During the late 1700's, the
Osage, residing in the Red River country west of the Choctaw Nation,
occasionally raided the canebrakes of the Choctaws. In response,
Pushmataha took a group of warriors to Osage country and engaged
the Osage in a fight. He returned victorious, with the “white-plumed
headdress of the Osage chief” that he had personally taken.?

On another occasion, a band of Muscogees entered the Choctaw
Nation and raided several settlements, during which time
Pushmataha's home was burned. Again, gathering a group of warriors,

‘Bob Ferqusan “Sketch of Pushmataha,” Choc fow Indion Fair Progftim, Missess:pen Band of Che taw Indians,
Pear! Rrver. Missisaippr. July 1978 T

Thad
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Pushmataha traveled to the Muscogee Nation and “repaid them tenfold
for the destruction of his home." In 1813, when Pushmataha heard of
the Creek massacre of five hundred settlers it Fort Mims, Alabama,
he, along with his warriors, offered assisiance to the American forces.
In the Battle of New Orleans, he and five hundred warriors assisted
Andrew Jackson; . .d with seven hundred warriors, he met the Creeks
in the Battle of Horse Shoe Bend.® ’

Through his eloquence, Pushmataha was able to captivate and
persuade. Tecumseh and Pushmataha, both powerful, persuasive
speakers, met in 1811 to debate. The topic was support of the British,
or the Americans, in the conflict that bec .me known as the War of
1812. The audience consisted of the Chickasaws and Choctaws. In this
eloquent, but heated debate, Pushmataha persuaded the two tribes to
support the Americans.®

In plans for the Treaty of Washington City, 1825, the United States
wanted to reclaim a portion of the land--five million acres--awarded the
Choctaws in the Treaty of Doak's Stand, 1820. Choctaw land cession
amounted to over five million acres of their Missi’ippi homeland in
exchange for thirteen million acres west of the Mississippi River. This -
land was located in what 1s presently southern Oklahoma and western
Arkansas.  Stipulations in the Treaty of Washington City meant that
the Choctaws would cede the sive million Arkansas acres to "he United
States, leavingthe Choctaws only land in Oklahoma.® During the treaty
negotiations, the following conversation took place between Colonel
McKee and Pushmataha:

“Chiet. Tve known you a great many years. ['ve never untl today
heard vou deviate a hair's breadth from the truth”

Pushmataha asked, "What do you mean?”

The Coloned replied. “You know | was present at the Treaty of Doak's
Stand and heard you descnbe this country west of the Mississippi, and
partcularly that terrtory between the Canadian fork of the Arkansas and
Red rivers, as a praine country so barren of wood and scarce of water, so

S e Mo, ot Ut rou Uhe kasese and Nuatohes Indians, ed Angre Debo (INew York Russel &

Rosawlt 1900 TN

faw b Hark v I Divtense of Pushmatabe

TR O st Dl M, 0 e ot Chickdsane ond Natches Indwns, g 262

Charkes 1 Kapter o Iadian Attars Lows and Treanes vol 2 (Washington, DC Urnted States
Crnernment Peanng Othee 1908 pp 191 195

Whatles U Rome comp Tation { und { ossions n the Umited Stotes (Washington. D C Umired Stares
Government Proatng Otfce 1900 reprint od - New York Arno Press. 19711 plate 12
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unfit for settiement that you frequently had to make fire of dry buffalo
dung. and today vou describee that portion of that tract which the
government wants you to surrender . . as being fertile, well wooded and
watered, and desirable for settlement.”

The chief’s face lighted up into a smile and he replied, "1 was buying
then, and | am selling now, which as vou know, Colonel, makes a
difference. | learned that from you white people.™

In 1824, when Pushmataha was in Washington, D.C. to negotiate
the Treaty of Washington City, the United States "was celebrating the
return of General Lafayette to this country.” As part of the welcoming
festivities, it was decided to have the Choctaw delegation meet
Lafayette. Mushulatubbee spoke first; then Pushmataha, “with all
dignity and sincerity, told General Lafayette how he felt about
Lafayette’s place in American history.% The last portion of his speech
follows: ~. . . We had heard of these things even in our remote land, and
our hearts were filled with desire and anxiety to see you. We have
come. We have taken you by the hand and are satisfied. It is the first
and last time. We shall meet no more. We part onh earth forever, That is
all | have to say.”® ‘

Pushmataha was active in diplomatic activities of the Choctaw
Nation. His signature appears on the Treaty of Mount Dexter,
November 16, 1805; the Treaty of the Choctaw Trading House,
October 24, 1816; and the Treaty of Doak’s Stand, October 8, 1820. He
died before the Treaty of Washington City, January 20, 1825 and the
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, September 27, 1830 were signed.!!

On September 23, 1824, a ten-member Choctaw delegation,
including the three chiefs of the Choctaw Nation, Pushmataha,
Apuckshunnubbee, and Mushulatubbee, left the Nation for
Washingtor, D.C.12 The chiefs hoped to “settle” the Arkansas land
problem; however, that was not to be. Only Mushulatubbee returned
home aiive. (Apuckshunnubbee died enroute to Washington;!? and
Pushmataha died in Washington on Christmas Eve, 1824.) When the
delegation ‘reached Washington the last week of October,

‘Anna Lawss, Chief Pushmatoha, Amercan Patrot (New York Exposition Press, 1959), pp 175 176

Thad . p 179
Chatles ] Kappler. comp  Indian Affars [ ows and Treanes. Vol 2. pp 87 319, Charles C Royce, comp ,

Indrin { and Cessxins in the lmtedd States. pp 672 727
‘Herman J Viols. Thomas I MiKennev, Architent of Amerxa s Early Indion Poie; 1816 1830 (Cheago. The
Swalkm Press i 19740 p 127
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McKenney ' lodged them at Joshua Tennison’s hotel on the south side
of Pennsylvania Ave. . . ., a short, refreshing walk from the War
Department.”®* From that time until January 22, 1825, treaty
negotiations, throvgh a series of letters and discussions, were
conducted between Secretary of War, John C.- Calhoun and the
Choctaw delegation.!

In December, Pushmataha, in an attempt to acquire Choctaw
claims from the United States said:

Father, | have been here many days, but | have not talked with you and
have been sick . Wheninmy cruntry, | often looked toward this Councii
House and desired 1o see it; | have come, but [ am troubled and wouild tell
my sorrows for | teel as a little child rechining i the bend of its father’s
arm ! would now rechine in the bend of your arm. and trustingly look in
vour face, therefore, hear my words. .. None of my ancestors nor my
present nation, ever fought aganst the United States. As a natwon of
peoples, we have always been fnendly, and ever listened to the talks of the
American people. We have held the hands of the United States solong that
our natls are long as birds” claws and there is no danger of their slipping
Rt

Fate did not allow Pushmataha time enough to see the treaty
negotiations completed. He “died in Washington on December 24,
1824, before the treaty was signed, of croup that he contracted during
the negonations.”'® Following is an excerpt from the Washington
Gazette: '

He tell a victim of the distressing malady of croup and at the time of his
death was 58 years of age. [60 years is engraved on the monument] He
bore his affiction with great firmness, was conscious of his approaching
end, and predicted with unusual sagacity the hour at which he should die.
This predichion was literally fulfilled

We had a personal opportunity of witnessing the last moments of this
chief and are satished that death had few or no terrors for hirn. . .. 1®

N

“Thomas Loratw McKenney § one of the most significant yet least known figures n the hustory of the Amenxcan
Inchan For almost fourfeen years. between 1816 and 1830, he adminstered the nations’ Indan Affars, frst as
s intendent of inchan trade and then ss head of the Offce of Indian Atass ©
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Pushmataha, “certain of his approaching death . . . called for his
weapons and trophies of war and asked that "the big guns be firedover
me.”? A military funeral honoring Pushmataha was held in
Washington. The cortege consisted of two thousand congressmen,
citizens, and government officials.

“The following was the order for the procession:
1. The United States Marine Band
2. The Reverend Mr. Howley and Colonel McKinney
of the Indian Department
The hearse containing the corpse
Pallbearers
One of the chiefs of the Nation, Mosholatubbce
Captain D »rs’ company of riflemen of the First Legion
of Militia of the District of Columbia
7. Delegation of the Choctaw Nation and their interpreter
Major Pitchlynn
8. Otficers of the Government and citizens of
Washington™2!

"The minute guns that thundered on Capitol Hill were echoed by
three crisp musket volleys at the graveside as America paid tributeto a
fallen warrior.”™ Andrew Jackson referred to Pushmataha as “the
greatest and bravest Indian 1 ever knew. He was wise in counsel,
eloquent in an extraordinary degree, and on all occasions and under all
circumstances the white man’s friend.”3

"The remains of the distinguished chief of the Choctaw Nation
were interred on Christmas Day with the honors of war corresponding
to the rank of Major General, and suitable to the character of the
deceased.”?* “President John Quincy Adams personally paid for the
digging of Pushmataha's grave, and a medal was sent by him to
[Pushmataha’s] . . . son. . . ."® Buriai was in the Congressional
Cemetery.

ov e W
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A foursided, sandstone marker was erected at Pushmataha’s
gravesite. The following words were, inscribed on the marker:

PUSH-MA-TA-HA
A
CHOCTAW CHIEF
LIES HERE,

THIS MONUMENT TO HIS
MEMORY IS ERECTED BY HIS
BROTHER CHIEFS WHO WERE

ASSOCIATED WITH HIM
IN A
DELEGATION
FROM THEIR NATION,

IN THE YEAR 1824, TO THE
GENERAL GOVERNMENT
OF THE
UNITED STATES

PUSH-MA-TA-HA WAS A
WARRIOR OF GREAT DISTINCTION -
HE WAS WISE IN COUNCIL
ELOQUENT IN AN EXTRAORDINARY
DEGREE, AND ON ALL OCCASIONS
AND UNDER ALL CIRCUMSTANCES
THE WHITE MAN'S FRIEND

HE DIED IN WASHINGTON,
ON THE 24TH OF DECEMBER,
1824, OF THE CROUP, IN THE

60TH YEAR OF HIS AGE

AMONG HIS LAST WORDS

WERE THE FOLLOWING:
"WHEN | AM GONE, LET THE
BIG GUNS BE FIRED
OVER ME "2

/

2 Push Ma Ta Ha Comes Home.” Chadtow Commundy News, 30 August 1977
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In 1976, Fisher Rhymes, a studgnt of Choctaw history from
Macon, Mississipp, visited Pushmataha’s grave, and noticed that the
marker had begun to show signs of weathering and deterioration.?’ He
contacted Audrey Jones, Director of the Congressional Cemetery,
and she recommended he contact James Blackmon, of Wilson and
King, Inc., who was interested in the restoration of the cemetery. After
examining the monument, he said that it could be repaired for about
two hundred dollars, but that this would only be temporary "because
the sandstone was flaking off in sheets. " Mr. Blackmon said that even if
it were repaired and encased in acrylic, “it would continue to absorb
moisture, freeze and thaw, and eventually deteriorate™ within fifty
years. He submitted an estimate of one thousand dollars to replace the
pedestal in Tennessee marble. In March 1976, Rhymes met with Calvin
Isaac Chief of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians), David
Gardner {Chief of the Oklahoma Choctaws), Jon Hinson, and John
Parker to form a committee to raise funds for replacing the stone, and
for moving the orginal stone to the Choctaw Reservation. Senator
John Stennis also supported the cause.

After the funds wereraised, areplica of the original tombstone was
made from Tennessee marble. The original sandstone marker was sent
to the Pearl Riuﬁr community of the Choctaw Reservation, Mississippi
in July, 1977

In 1978, the theme for the twenty-r.nth annual Choctaw Indian
Far was “The Return of the Spirit of Pushmataha.” During& ceremony
befitting the noble chief, the marker was officially received and
"welcomed” tu his Choctaw ancestral home.

Today, the monument stands in the Museum of the SQuthern
Indian on the Choctaw Reservation, as a tribute to this multi-tdlented
man with the courageous heart--a heart that transcended boundaries
of race, hme, and attitudes. The essence of his words, deeds, and
accomplishments must still linger in the Choctaw’s piney woods,
reaching out to those who will listen,

Lhiot% ] 2

Boorer A Ry Pres o hate W Loes Mems, T May 1978
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Pushmataha noted Choctow huef and warnar 2 Copied from CB King's onginal oil
prarntesg Fhotecouetesy of Musewntof the Southern Indian, Chotau Reservation. Photo

by Claude Alies
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Bob Ferquson, Curator, Museum of the Southern indan, Choctaw Reservation  Photo by
Bill Brescw
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Pushmataha's argmal grawe marker, now located in Museum of the Southern Indian,

Chexcraur Reservation  Photo by Claude Allen
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Replacerment monument, located ot Pushmataha's grave, Congressional Cemetery,
Washingtan, [2C Photo by Sharan [ euss, Cangressional Cemetery staff
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The Choctaw spirit
Transcending distance, time, change
Touches the pure heart

CHAPTER 7

CHOCTAW PERCEPTIONS:
LEGENDS AND SUPERSTITIONS

Roy Ketcher

Many years ago when the Choctaw Indians occupied the land
which is now Mississippi, they, like other Indians of America, had a
strong belief in the supernatural. Legends about witches, were-animals,
the dead, and other phenomena abounded. One of the most important
in Choctaw oral tradition was the Bohpoli, or little people. Halbert
described the little people as he heard it from the Choctaw people long
ago:

The Choctaws in Mississippi say that there is a little man, about two
feet hugh, that dwells in the thick woods and is solitary in hus habits. This
ittle sprite or hobgoblin is called by the Choctaws Bohpali, or Kowi
anukasha, both names being used indifferently or synonymous. . .. Bohpoli
is represented as being somewhat sportive and mischievious but not
malicous in nature. The Choctaws say that he often playfully throws sticks
and stones at people. Every mysterious noise heardinthe woods, whether
by day or night, they ascribe to Bohpoli. He takes special pleasure, they say
in striking the pine trees. . . . Bohpoli . . . 1§ never seen by the common
Choctaws. The Choctaw prophets and doctors, however, claim the power
of seeing him and holding communication with 1im. The Indian doctors say
that Bohpoli assists them in the manufacti re of their medicines. Most
Choctaws say or think that there is but one Bohpoli. In the opinion of
others there may be more than one.!

iHenry S Malber., “Inchan smm,'swffgx_r of the Siaie Superintendent dPifl_)&: Eckaovion fo the Scale
@#ﬁut_fo:_r_h_c—_&_hc_)‘hitx_ Years [89596 and 189697, p 157, cited by Kendal Blanchard, The Mwsusippi
Choctaws af Play The Serous Sui::&mwr (Urbana, llinos Unaersity of [inow Press, 1942), p. 145,
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Some believe that the Bohpoli would take small children deep into
the woods to teach them the art of herb dectors and witch doctors.
During the 1960's, a child from the Carthage, Mississippi area was said
to have disappeared for a time; and when he was found, told of little
men luring him deep into the forest to play. They used their magic to
make the child invisible during the time the search parties looked for
him. He was allowed to be found because he would .10t stop crying. His
crying was proof to the Bohpoli that he was not one :who should
become a herb doctor or a witch docter.? .

Another creature spoken of by the Choctaws was something like
the legendary bigfoot, known throughout America. Even in recent
years some people have claimed to have seen the monster. At night this
creature prowled around and drank water at a certain place. If this
creature harmed someone even slightly, the person would eventually
die because nct even the strongest Choctaw medicine could match the
power of the creature. He is called Na Losa Chitto.

Following is one tale of the Na Losa Chitto, supposedly occurring
around 1920: Close to a smali road leading from Conehatta to Lake was
a swamp in the middle where strange things were said to have
happened. One night a man was riding through the area with his
wagon and mules. He was whistling to himself, tryirg not to think of the
stories associated with that place, when he heard a soundcomingfrom
the darkness behind him. He turned and saw something that made his
heart skip some beats. He saw the big, black, hairy monster called Na
Losa Chitto running after him and catching up easily. The man coaxed
his mules to pick up speed while trying not to show that he was terrified.
When he looked behind again, he saw that the monster had reached
the wagon and was climbing aboard. Seeing th.s, the man became so
frightened that he jumped from the wagon onto one of his mules.
Taking another look back, he saw that the monster was sitting in the
same place that he had been sitting a moment ago. The creature was
holding tiie reins and it appeared that he was trying to take control of
the wagon. The man knew that one of his mules tecame easily
frightened so he covered the mule’s eyes with his hands. Finally, they
were leaving the swamp and entering a populated area, and as they did,
the man looked back again and the creature was gone.3

\

Intenew with Terry Ben Choctaw Tribal Member, Choctaw History Tea her, Chos taw Central High Sehd,
Peari River, Mussissqmpr, Merember 1984
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Certain birds are topics of many Choctaw legends. Simpson
Tubby said .
. when the horned owl . screeched it meant a sudden death, such asa
murder I the screech ow! . . . was heard, it was a sign that a child under
scen . . was going fo die. If a common owd . . . alighted on & barn or on
trees near the house and hooted it forbcded death among the near
relatives. ‘

The sapsucker was consid-red the “news bird,” bringing both bad ard
good news, "Hasty” news would arrive by noon if he landed in anearby
tree in the early morning; and “if he does this late at night, the news will
come before morning.” Chickens were believed to be harbingers of
“friendly warning of danger.™ :

In stories collected by Bushnell, beings were described such as the
Kashehotopalo, who were both men and deer, and who enjoyed
frightening the Choctaws while they hunted. “*Okwa Naholo, or ‘white
people of the water,”” were creatures with skin similar to fish, who
would capture Choctaws who went into the water and convert them
into replicas of themselves. Hoklonote'she was a spirit who could
change into any form desired and who could read minds. "Nalusa
Falaya, or ‘the Long Black Being,” locked like a man, but had "small
eyes and long, pointed ears,” and sometimes scared, ot even harmed,
hunters. Nahullo, meaning sacred or supernatural, were giants who
lived in parts of Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi.> '

The early Choctaws had many beliefs about the dead. One such
belief follows: When a Choctaw dies, the spirit "has a great distance to
travel . . . towards the West.” Near the end of the journey, the spirit has
to cross a stream. (This streain may be something like the River Styx
from Greek mythology, which was a river of the underworld over which
shades of the dead were ferried on their way to Hades.) Over the
stream there is a long slippery log with no bark. To reach the land of
happiness on the other side, the dead must walk across thislog. On'the
other side of the stream are six me:* who throw stones at anyone who
tries to walk across. Those who have lived a pure and sood life make it
all the way across and live in the land of happiness forever, which is
described as “the good hunting grounds . . .where the trees are always

green, . . . the sky has no clouds, . . . [with] continual fine and cooling
_breezes . . . [with] one continual scene of feasting, dancing and |
rejoicing--where there is no pain or trouble, and people never grow
old. ..."

dohn R Swanton, Ssource Materal for the Socwl and Ceremonaal [ e of the Choctaw Indons (Washingfon,

DC Bureau of Amern an Ethnokogy, Bulletm 103 (Washngron D C - Uns d States Printing Office, 1931). p 199

tDaud | Bushnel. Jr , “Mythe of Lousans Choctaws.” Amencan Anthropology, Lancastar, Pennsylvania, pp.
526 835, ctad by Joha R Swanton, Source Matersal for the Social and Ceramonial Life of the Chociaw Indions, pe.
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But the wickgd. liars, and murderers “see the stones coming” and try to
dodge them, then sl)ppmg from the log, thev

go down !houmds%ﬂut to the water, which is dashing over the rocks,

and is stinking with dead fish, ahd animals, where they are carriparound
and brmahtcmtmru‘bad&toﬂwmphmn whirlpools-where the
trees are all dead, and the waters are full of toads and lizards, and snakes.-

where .. . fthey] are aways hungry . . . and always sick . . where the sun
never shmes and where the wicked are conmuauy chmbing up by
thousands on the sides of a high rock from which they can overlook the
beautiful country of the good hunting-grounds, the place of the ha.ppy but

never can reach it -

Prior to the Removal, it was believed that the shilup, the inside
shadow, lived after the body died; but unlike the belief of Christians
about judgement after death, nothing concerning one’s conduct while
living mattered. The shilup remaingd at its burial site for a while, thenit
left; no one knew what happened to the shilup after that. The
shilombish, the outside shadow, would remain to wander over the land
near the gravesite. It could change into different kinds of animals
moaning and groaning at night, which would frighten others into ﬁndmg
another place to live.

Also, the Choctaws of long ago were superstitious about seeingor
dreammg about ghosts, because a ghost to them was a forerunner of
death. When a person dreamed of a ghost, the person would be in
torment. If a sick person saw one, he would lose all hope of living. His
doctor would cease his job of curing the person because he knew these
was no need to try. The only cure for these nightmares was to scare the
demon away by the use of magic.’ .

One thing that the Choc taws of long ago, and even some now will
not do, is say the name of a person who has died.® During treaty
negotiations, families would be arrahged in line by age with a vacancy in
the line to tell of deceased family members.?

Gus Comby, a Choctaw elder, was interviewed on November 26,
1984. Following are stories he told about witches:

~ ¢

Oaorge Cathn, L etters and Notes on the Manners, Customs, ond Condtrons of North Amencon tndcm,/?voh
(New York Dover Publcatons, Inc , 1973, 2127 128 o _

TAlired Wnght, The Muscnony, Hevald, Boston, 1828, pp 182 183, cited by John) R. Swanton, Sourctﬁwndfor
lhc Socxl ond Ceremonal Life of the Choctow Indons, pp 215217

8B Cushman, H-uorv of iMe Choctow, Chackasaw ond Natchez lnﬁnj 1899. p 244, cied by Jahn R
Swanton, Suurct Muaienal for thve Socxl and Ceremomal Life o[ IN Chocraw Indians, pp 120121

JFH (.k'tkmw Mu-uw asa Praunce, Temtory, ond State (Spartaniurg, South Carcina The Reprint
Company, F\:Nnhcrt 1978), p S0
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“Cne time a long time ago, | heard that a turkey came into the yard
of sorne people, and the men shot the turkey. But when they lookaed the
turkey was gone, and just some blood was lefi. They couldn't find
anything but blood, so they trailed the blood to a spring or a well and
found a woman washing herself. There was blood there and they
followed her to her house where she lived with another woman. Finally,
they found her body in the woods where she had died. She had died of a
gunshot wound. Many hundreds of years ago, Choctaws could turn
into anirnals. They could put a curse on one anpther. That woman who
turned into a turkey was a witch and didn’t like the pecople whose yard
she” had entered. :

~*A witch could be a man or a woman, who were witches from the time
. they wére babies.-You could tell witches because they stayed“By
themselves and were liked by wild anymals. They could send a curse by
a® animal. Some herb doctor colid ‘beat’ the witches; their powers
sometimes stronger. than™ the witches. When Choctaws played
s stickball, a witch could put a curse on the best players by making their
' legs sore. A witch might send a cat that would rub on the ballplayers’
legs. The herb doctor could fix it though. When a game was played, the
witch could get on one end of the field and the herb doctor on the other.
They could send powers on the ball, and winds they sent would meet in
the middle and cause a whirlwind. They could make the ball fiy right

into the sticks.,” #

Gus also knew the reasonfor the decline of the witch. This is what
he said:

_ *My father, who was a herb doctor, used to say that there aren't
any more witches because the woods are getting thinner, but the
underbushes are thicker and there is no place for them to be anymore.”

Things happened to Gus that he could not explain, and even now,
he still does not know what they were.

~A lot of things happened to me when | was younger that [ can't
explain, and | don’t know what they were. | know the difference between
those things and my imagination. When it is my imagination, | don't
believe it. These things were not my imagination.

. “There was an old, old church at Red Water where they used to__
have singing on Sunday nights. An okd Choctaw died and we went 6~
see him. On the way home, while walking past this church we heard the
singing and saw the lights. We went over to the church and there was
not a person there. The lights went out. We went in and touched a light

47

0 106

‘ .



globe and it was colc.” ~“

Gus believes that what he saw on another occasion was the
Bohpoli, not.like he is known to look, but in a different form.

“Out by the Neshoba County Fairgrounds, there was a house that
had been empty for years. We kived near it. One night | could not sleep
and my wife said, ‘Gus, if you can't sleep, why dor’t you go getus a
possuim?’ So | got dressed and went out into the woods. I was near that
old house where no one had’li\zed for years. A long green light showed,
then a maroon light, and then an orange light. It was floating along and it
had been in that old house.”?

Another elder interviewed, was Charlie Denson ﬁ'om Standing
Pine. During this interview; Charlie related some examples of Choctaw
beliefs about owls:

"If someone wanted another person watched, and he held power
over owls, he could send one of them to the person’s house. Some
witches could also turn themselves into owls, and some could make
owls themselves. Cockleburs were covered with shredded cotton, and
feathers were placed on it to be used as a tail. The ‘owl’ would be sent to
someone’s house. Both the real owl and the ‘owl” made by the witch
wpuld have the same effect on the people at the house that was being
watched. The owl was supposed to be a bad omen to the " hoctaws.”

Concerning Bohpoli, Charlie said that they would Sometimes
carrv off small children, but would retum them with news of whether
the year would be good or bad. Also, he declared that the favorite foods
of the Bohpoli were quail, fish, and turkey.!

The final person interviewed was not an elder, but a young man.
During this interview, Chris Ben told of his experiences with owls:

“Dessie Willis, a Choctaw woman, was in the hospital at the
Choctaw Health Center. [ was behind Cecil Farmer’s house, and an
owl flew overhead and lit on the water tower. A passing car backfired
and scared the ow! away. About an hour later, the owi came back and
hooted twice. | knew it was there to see that a certam person did not
leave the hospital. Dessie died.

rterviess with Gus Comibn. Cho taw Exder, Missssspen Band of Choctaw lndaans, Pear! Rovwr, Missssippi, 26
November 1983

Intervien with Chatlie Denson, Choctaw Eider. Musssapps Band of Choctaw Indians, Standing Proe, Mississipps,
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“In Ithn my grandmother was in the same hospital, an owl
came to. that same water tower. | tried scaring it away by yelling and
shooting at it with a shngshot, but it would not leave. The next morning,
I woke up about 4:00 A.M. and with no thought of where | was going, |
put on my clothes and started walking. Something led me to the
hospital and | saw my relatives’ cars, and | started to think that
something bad had happened. | went in and found out that my
grandmother had died. | went back to the water tower and saw the owl.
Seeing the owl made me want to shoot it, but | knew that it would be no
use, so | went home and told my folks.” . "

The next event s the one that scared Chns the most.

“A short while ago, after it had rained all day, while on my way to
visit my aunt, | stopped at my cousin Jimmy Ben's house. He was
outside trying to clean a water drain to keep his little pond from flooding
over, so | helped him. While working, we noticed an owl sittingon atree
about ten feet away, and it was sitting on a branch qbout nine feet from
the ground The ow! was looking at Jimmy and me. Jimmy threw his
rake at the owl, and it just ‘kinda’' flew up a little; and when the rake
passed over, 1t settled back down on the tree. | threw a stick at it and it
flew to anuther tree about thirty yt(rds away.

"My cousin wentin and came bac!. with his high-powered rifle with
a scope. | had the bullets, so [ loaded the weapon. Jimmy had the owl
rght imfus sights, but the nfle misfired. Hoaded it again and aimed, but it
musfired egain When | pointed in another direction, the rifle fired. The
owl just looked at us and flew away into the woods.

I was scared so badly-1 wondered if the owl was for me, but
Jimmy said that it was in his front yard and it was for him. He said that a
week before, he saw an owl in his front yard. He wen: up to his
neighbor’s, Carlston lsaac, Sr., and the owl came up there. He left and
wenLhome, and when he ar{sued, the owl was already there. He went in
the house 10 get the risle and when he came out, the owl was gone.”!?

This 15 not a complete collection of Choctaw legends and
superstitions, and although there probably will never be one, aslongas
these stortes are told and written, they will never be forgotten.

To gain an unde:standing of high school students’ perceptions of
legends and superstitions, a survey was conducted at Choctaw Central
High School during the fail semester, 1984. A copy of the survey and
survey results follow.

tervew wiih Chos Ben CCroctaw Trinal Member, Missssipes Band of Chodtaw Indians, Tear! River,

Minviesippt 10 L, 198G
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SURVEY

1. Will you speak the name of someone who has died?
Yes No Why or why not?

. 2. Do you believe in Bohpoli?  *

Yes No
3. Do you believe in Na Lo;a Chitto?
Yes No

)\ 4. Do you beteve in herb doctors?

Yes I}lo

5. Do you ek é in witchcraft?

Yes?%* No
6. Have you seen something that is supernatural in the Choctaw
way”?

Yes No If yes, what?

7. Do you know anyone who has seen somethmg that is
supernatural in the Choctaw way?
Yes No If yes, what?

.
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SURVEY RESULTS

1. Will you speak the name of someone who has died? Why or why
" not?
9 Yes
22 No
Why or why not?

Was told nét to.
Fis ghost will haunt you.
To remember the person.
I have never tried talking about people who have died.
My grandmother mentions the person’s name.
It doesn’t bother me.
Only one or two months after his death.
it might upset members of his family.
The p2rson is no longer alive.
Reminder of the day of his death
It scares me.
Sometimes it is better to think of people who are still
alive.
A dead person should only be in the memory of
people--not in-their words.

1 I just don’t believe in speaking a dead person’s name.
. ] No response ‘

2. Do you believe in Bohpoli?
9 Yes
7 No
15 Don't know

3. Do you believe in Na Losa Chitto?
8 Yes
9 No

14 Don't know

4. Do you believe in herb ductors?

[

24 Yes
7 No
5 Do you helieve in witcheraft?
16 Yes
15 rNO
6. Have you seen something that is supernatural in the Choctaw

i
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way? If yes, what? ~

4 Yes
27 No '
. ¢ Had a dream about a man dying. Ever since, | haue felt

his spirit around me when | am alone.
e Saw shadows at night.
e Doors opened by themselves.
e Felt a cold chiil where a dead person had lived.

7. Do you know anyone that has seen something supernatural inthe
Choctaw way? If so, what?

10 Yes

21 No
¢ A huge smoke in the woods.

e A shape of the human form.

e Stories.

e A small man from the woods.

e A white figure.

¢ Crying.

e A horselike animal with red eves.

e Something real big while opening a curtain.

e The cousin of a woman had died. She was playing
cards with her brother and did not knov of her
cousin’s death, until her mother called and told her.
After she hung up awind started and the door opened.
Someone touched her shoulder, the wind stopped
and the door closed. Then she had a strong urge to
see her dead cousin but couldn't find the car keys.

e There was this guy who had a best friendwho diedin a
car accident. The car went over a bridge and he
drowned. The following weekend, a man was walking
to his girltriend’s house. He heard footsteps behind
him but no one was there. The footsteps started to get
louder. The man ran and the man who had drowned
chased him to a nearby house. The man knocked on
the door untilawoman cpened it. She asked what was

wrong and she found out that he was chased by his
dead friend.

The survey resuits indicate that these high school students are
fairly knowledgeable about many of the old Choctaw legends and
superstitions. Though not many personal supernatural incidents were
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reported, the majority beliwved they existed. More of these students
believed in the herb doctors than in witchceraft.

Legends and superstitions, appearing in all cultures, add
dimensions of mystery, of excitement, and of interest. Usually handed
down through oral tradition, these stories, though embellished and
altered, are meant to be shared and enjoyed just as they are. In our
ever advancing, technical world, they will continue to fulfill that human
portion that longs to wonder; and thus, never be certain.
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Term Ben, Uhoctaw Trbsal Member, Histary Teacoer, Choctaw Central High Schoo!
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Gus Comby. Choctaw Tribal Member, Pearl River Community / Photo by Bil Brescia
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Chiarlie Densan. Chex taw Tribal Member, Standing Pme Comenunity / Photo by Bill Brescta
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Chns Ben. Choctow Tnbal Member, Pear] River Community / Photo by Bill Brescia
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Blended cultures seek

A balance between two worlds
Finding truth in both

CHAPTER 8
<

GREENWOOD LEFLORE: -
A CHIEF OF CONTROVERSY

Mark John

Greenwood LeFlore' was the son of Major Louis LeFlore, a
Canadian Frenchman, who settled in Mobile, Alabama, after being
expelled by the English from Mississippi territory. After a few years,
{ ouis moved to the “state of Mississippi and settled on Pearl River, in
the county of Nashoba [sic ] (wolf).” He later movad to the Yazoo Valley
and settled there. Louis married Nancy Cravat, daughter of
Frenchman John Cravat and his Choctaw wife. After Nancy''s death,
he married Rebecca Cravat, Nancy’s sister. LeFlore had four sons and
five daughters with his first wife and two sons with his second wife,
Rebecca. Greenwood was the first-born son of Nancy and LeFlore.? He
was born June 3, 1800, and "was named Greenwood for an English
sea-captain, a friend and one-time partner of Louis LeFleur.”?

When Greenwood was twelve, his father moved to "Choctaw
county and settied near the old ‘Natchez Trace,” a stage line from
Nashville, Tennessee to Natchez, Mississippi.” Louis LeFlore ran a
tavern, “a house of entertainment for stage passengers.” Major John
Donly, of Nashville, always stoppec. at the “LeFleur tavern,” called
French Camp by the travelers--Le¢Flore being a Frenchman. Major
Donly carried “United States mail from Nashville to Natchez,” and

Warane spehing of Le Fleur "Lous Le Fleur™ had been a “great dancer™ in Canada and was called “the Sowsr of
ihe fete Hence the name Le Fleur, fthe] sobeiquet [that ] superseded ha ongnal name ~
JFH Clborne, ME ws @ Prove. Ttnﬂm'y_,_g‘v_d State (Spartanburg. South Carolna The Reprnt

Cameany, Publshers, 1;17!), p lige

BB Cushman, History of the Choc taw, Chckasaw ond Natchez Indians, sd Angee Debo (New York Ruseil &
Russsd, 1972), pp Né ;‘; T T

N D Deupree. “Greenwood Le Flore.” f}_obkatw of the Messaspp Hatoncal Sco_u_l! 7{1903) 142
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during his stops at French Camp, he "became much interested in the
bright and intelligent Indian boy,” Greenwood, and persuaded Major
LeFlore to "allow him to take the boy to Nashville and educate him.”
Greenwood stayed with Maior Donly for six years, and while there, fell
in love with Major Donly’s daughter, Rosa. Her parents objected to his
wish to marry her, on "account of the youthfulness of both parties.”
After some time had passed and the “love story™ had apparently been
forgotten, Greenwood asked Major Donly "what he would do if he were
n love with a lady and her parents abjected.” Donly replied that he
would “steal her and run away with her.” Greenwood took his "advice”
and ran away with Rosa and married her. They returned to Donly’s
home, but soon after moved to Mississippi, where LeFlore “rapidly
gained prominence.™

Greenwood, of Choctaw and Caucasian blood, had the noblest
traits of both races. He was able tc cope with the natures of both the
red and white man. "He was shrewd and far seeing, social, yet
reserved; ambitious as Lucifer,. yet guarded in expression.” He
supported missionaries, and advocated and promoted reform and
education "His creed was that self preservation is the first law, not only
of nature, but of governments and peoples, and that there was no other
danger so great to a peapie as ignorance.”

In 1822, Greenwswd, at the age of twenty two, was elected a chief
by the Choctaws. At this time he was conferred the title of colone!
and "honored with the sword and medal which Thomas Jefferson had
bestowed upon a former chief.” The sword is described as

o magmibicent blue steel blade, with a gold mounted handie, the mwedalis of
sthver . about four mches i diameter, symbolic of the peace and good will
existing between the Choctaws and the United States, conveymg the
assurance of tnendhness 1 the Indians so long as they remamed true in
thewr allegrance to the tederal government Upon one side of the medal s
the pipe of peace laid across the tomahawk, beneath are two hands
claspediin brotherly affection. The other side bears the words, "Peace and
Prosperity.” the name of the President and the date 1802 +

Clatborne records 1824 as the year Greenwood was chosen chief
of his district;

In 1824, under the democratic nfluences outside and around them,
the warriors of [LeFlore's] district, tor the first time, chose a chief by

LTI K
Hind i 147 183

Hind p 18
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popula? election, and he was clected. Fciu‘f)&ars therealter, he was re-
elected, and s mfluence was greateritss™any other of the chiels, and was
felt throughout the nation. He accomplished many reforms. He induced
many to send ther children to school. He esiablished regular meetings of
the council for the adoption of laws to support teachers--to put down
witcheraft and sorcery 1o secure 10 every homicide a fair trial, the Indian
custom being hfe for hie, whether the homicikde was accidental or
malicious: to prevent infanticide, this sometimes being done in the case of
Hlegitimate tirths, to encourage marrage, permanent residence, and
o . cultivation of the soil, and religous instruction; to abolish the raising of
poles over the dead, and adopt the usual style of chnistian [sic ] sepulture.
And to prevent the introduction and sale of iquor, under the penalty of a
0 severe whipping?

The Choctaws adopted Western ways “particularly in the prairie
districts under the jurisdiction of David Folsom, and the Yazoo district
under Greenwood LeFleur.” Little progress was made by the
Choctaws in the districts under Mushulatubbee and Nitakechi--"these
two chieftains being pure Choctaws, uninstructed, and opposed to any
innovation. . . .”8

A mounted patrol, called "light horsemen” was organized by
{ eFlore and Folsom, and the duty of this pztrol was the punishment of
all "criminals and desperadoes.” They served as “sort of ambulatory
jury, and first tried and then punished offenders.” If a homicide was
committed, evidence was collected; and if the party was g ilty of "wilful
and malicious murder,” the verdict was announced and the time and
place of execution was set. The guilty party was never arrested and
never failed to appear. He positioned himself, kneeling, by the side of a
grave that had already been dun; he “made a target on his naked
breast,” was shot, buried, and never mentioned again. If the
condemned requested a “respite” for a few days or weeks, it was
granted and he never failed to appear on the “designated” day of
execution. The lash was used for minor offenses, a means of
punishment not known until the “white influence.™

By 1828, the time Andrew Jackson became a candidate for
president, Indian removal had become a “national issue.” Jackson was
a "strong partisan” of the states desiring3 removal of the Indians to the
West. He impressed the Indians with his dominating personality,” and
exercised a “tremendous influence” over them. “He became the
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outstanding exponent of the white man’s relentless contest for the
lands of the Indian.

The Choctaw Natian, at this time, had made "some progress
towards preparation” for the comingissues. LeFiore was intelligent and
ambitious and realized the “import of events and their bearing on his
personal fortunes.” He called a meeting and told the head men that
because of the crises facing the Choctaw Nation, the government must

~ be changed from three chiefs to one.

As par. of this plan. on the second day of the council, David Fofsom, the
rival of Mushulatubbe for chieftainship in the northeastern dzsmct and
John Garland, claiming against Nitakechi the same office in the Southern
district, resigned m the council such tenure as they held. They then voted
to make Leflore chief of the whole nation. .

That afternoon, LeFlore assumed the role of chief of the tribe and
addressed the council in regard to difficulties and decisions confronting
them. "After extended discussion the council voted in favor of .
emigration.” A treaty was drawn up and signed by chiefs and warriors
present However, the treaty was followed by a protest from “chiefs
and leading mén who were not in sympathy with the ambitious
LeFlore.” The Senate rejected the treaty until cornmissioners could be
appointed to meet with representatives of the “whole” tribe.!!
LeFlore was not popular outside his own district, “particularly with
the full bloods, and the tribe as a whole was opposed to him as chief.”
LeFlore’s concept of one chief “probably .:ad the sanction of the
administration at Washington,” but jealousy and bitter feelings
increased between “the chiefs and factions of the tribe and did more
harm than good.” In April, 1830, LeFlore wrnie Mushulatubbee an
arrogant letter warning him that he must "abdicate as district chief and

. conform™to the views of the writer or take the consequences.”

Mushulatubbee replied in writing that he would never acknowledge
[.eFlore andgFo!som as chiefs and that the cunsequences could fall
where they might. The plans of LeFlore were “thwarted” when
Mushulatubbee challenged LeFlore and his party to name a day and
place for the fight, since Mushulatubbee and his followers were
unarmed at that time. LeFlore replied that he only wanted to restore
peace; that he did not want to fight.2

Discussion regarding removal began at Dancing Rabbit Creek,

irant Fareman, Indon Rmm;l_(;kxmm, Oklahoma Urwversity of Oklahoma Press, 1976), p 21
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September 15, 1830, when Commf{n\ers Eaton and Coffee wamed
the Choctaws that their “best intérests required their removal to the
West.” The means that resulted in "securing execution of the treaty,”
September 27, were many. George S. Gaines, a merchant who deait
honestly with the Indians and was respected for his “character and
ability,” agreed to conduct a party to examine the western country to
see if it was satisfactory; and if so, to manage the removal.

The other means employed are obvious; the three chiefs of the three
districts. who signed the treaty, Greewood Lefkore, Nitakechi, and
Mushulatubbe were vach given four sectans of land by the treaty. More
than fifty other favored members of "¢ tribe put forward by the chiefs,
were given {rom one to two secticns ea~h for no apparent reason other
than to win their approval and influence and remove their oppr .%on,
Medals and gratuities were passed about. David Folsom, besides re r v,
four sections of land, was later aliowed onz hundred dollars for the
expense of each of his two sons at La Grange Academy, in Georgia, and
Greenwood Leflore was given one hundred collars to send Lis daughter to
the Female Acaderry at the somw place P

This treaty, known a, the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, was
ratified February 24, 1831. The Choctaws ceded “to the United States
the entire country owned by them east of the Mississippi river and
agreed to remove on the demain within Indian Territory which the
government promised to convey to them in fee s'mple; the Indians were
given three years to emigrate.” The lands conveyed to the Choctaws
were described in the treaty, with boundaries

“beginning near Fort Smith where the Arkansas boundary crosses the
Arkansas river. runiung thence to the source of the Canadian fork, if inthé
himuts of the Umited States, or to thoue limits, thence due south to Red river,
and down Red tiver to the west boundary of the Territory of Arkansas,
thence, notth along that line, to the beginning ™4

Many of the Indians prepared immediately for their “long ti 2k” to
Oklahoma. The “stream of emigration,” put in motion in 183],
~continued through 1832 and 1833, leaving only about seven thousand
Choctaws in Mississippi.”’® Greenwood ‘eFlore remained in
Mississippi, but Nitakechi and Mushulatubbee “elected to share the
fu‘e of thexr people in the West."1¢
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Some of the Indians believed that LeFlore had acted in their.
welfare; others believed that he “advocated” the treaty for his own
interests. LeFlore remained on the reservation that was “secured to
him by the treaty.” When accused of being bribed by the United States
Government to sign the treaty, .. reply was: "Which is worse, for a
great government to offer a bribe or a poqr Indian to take one? Nothing
more was said about bribery. "V’

Colonel LeFlore was an extensive and successful planter, having
15,000 acres of land, much of it the finest in the State. He owned 400 slaves,
who were well fed, well clad, humanely treated, and cared for like children,
being provided with warm houses and an abundance of fel. A physician
was kept on the plantation to look after the sick, and none were ever sold
save an occasional vicious character that could not be controlled by
humane measures. The principal crop was cotton

LeFlore built a town of his own, called "Point LeFlore” vwhen he
became displeased with management at a landing where cotton was
stored. Point LeFlore, located at the junction of the Tallahatchie and
Yalobusha rivers, contained "a church, hotel, schoolhouse, post office,
stores and residences”; but the Civi War and failine health caused
LeFiore ‘0 lose interest in the town, and those tov :  .n he willed the
property . . . allowed Point LeFlore to become extinct.”15

Malmaison, LeFlore’s "beautiful and palatial residence,” was built
of cypress cut from his own lands. It was built by J.C. Harris, wholater
married LeFlore's voungest daughter. LeFlore was described as
“honest, brave and loyal, not only to the United States, but to personal
friends as well. He was also very charitable.” He was sent twice to the
“lower House of the Legislature and once to the Senate.” He married
three times. His first wife was Rosa Donly, with whom he had two
children, Elizabeth and John. His second wife was Elizabeth Coody, a
Cherokee and niece of Chief Ross. "She lived but a short time and left
no children.” His third wife was “Priscilla Donly, of Nashville, who was a
sister of his first wife.” They had one daughter, who married J.C.
Harns, the buiider of Malmaison.??

Colone! LeFlore's love for the old flag was so great that, as he lay
dying, he asked to see the flag. It was brought and he gazed fondly upon it
til} sight grew dim, when he requested hus little granddaughters, Louie and
Rosa LeFlore and Florence Harris, to hold it over him that he might die

UND Deupree, "Greenwood Le Flore," p 146
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under the Stars and Stripes. When he passed from earthly scenes,
according 1o his dying request, the flag he loved so well was wrapped about
him and he was bured in its fokds. His remains now repose in the famiy
burying ground. . . . A beautiful monument of white marble marks his last
resting place, bearing the inscription:?!

GREENWOOD LEFLORE

Last Great Chief of the Choctaw
Indians East of the Miss. River
Died Aug. 31, 1865,
‘Aged 65 Years,

The gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Chnst our Lord

LEFLORE

Y wm v L
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Sword and medal presented ta Greenwosxd LeFlore
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e 129 BEST COPY AVAILABLE

PAruntext provided by eric [



TICYIVAY K403 1534

9¢1

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

) P P SR . oY V-
LT PICE . o -
. P N T ia ok A * e R ol S e
B ST TN FURIT VI PN Y Ay SR IR Lo ‘
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Muarker at Greenwood LeFlore's grave, tocated in the family cemetery, Carroll County,
Mississipmy Phato by Bill Brescia
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Old ways of life through
Extended families are
Cherished by Choctaws

CHAPTER 9

A LOOK INTO CHOCTAW HOUSING
Dora Mingo

The Choctaw Reservation, located in east-central Mississippi, is
the home.of nearly five thousand Choctaws. The tribe is kncwn as the
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians and has gained national
recognition as one of the most progressive tribes in North America.
This is evidenced in their growing economic development.

The Choctaw Reservation is managed by the Choctaw
government, designed and established by the Choctaws. The
governmental body consists of: the Tribal Chief, elected every four
years; the Tribal Council, consisting of sixteen members elected from
the seven communities that form the reservation: (three each from
Pearl River, Bogue Chitto, and Conehatta; two each from Tucker,
Standing Pine, and Red Water; one from Bogue Homa); and seven
committees formed to provide “greater expertise in legislative decision
making. . . .72

From 1953 until 1968, the policy of the Federal Government
toward many North American Indian tribes was to end federal services
and benefits, and to dissolve their reservations. Then in 1968, a new era
began, Self-Determination.

The Federal Government prohibited states from having
jurisdiction over Indian reservations without tribal consent. Acts were
passed “to stimulate Indian entrepreneurship and employment;” to
develop natural resources; to administer Federal Indian programs on
the reservations; and to stimulate the purchase of Indian products and
Indian labor “by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in negotiating and fulfilling
its contracts.”3 |

Maasspp Band of Choctaw inchane, Revesadd Consauiion and Biious of the Messusiyx Band of Chociew

Inehwons (1974), approved by Umited States Commussoner of Indean Affaus (1975),p 2

‘Bemarmn Strout, "A New Era,” » Chocraw Tribal Geeernment, A New Era, od Wikam Brescis (Phaladeiphva,
Musssapp Choctaw Herdage Prass, 1962), p &1
"Sieven | Pevar, The Rghts of incans and Trbes (New York Bantam Books, Inc | 1983), pp 67
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With this new federal attitude toward Indian tribes, the Choctaws
took advantage of this opportunity to chart their own future. “Tribal
government leaders realized that with unemployment on the
reservation approaching 80% in the 1960's, the goal of self-
determination would not be accomplished without the economic self-
sufficiency of the tribe.” During the late 1970's, the Choctaws began
plans for an industrial and business park deveiopment. “in 1978, the
industrial park was expanded to 80 acres; and with seed money from
Chata Development. the tribally-owned construction company, an
industrial building was contructed. [Variant spellings of Chahta/Chata
(Choctaw) are used. ] Negotiations by tribal leaders to locate business
and industry in the Park had succeeded.™

In 1979, a charter for Chahta Enterprise was approved by the
Tribal Council, to be a tribally-owned enterprise. ChahtaEnterpriseis a
supplier to the Packard Electric Division of General Motors, and
produces wire harness assemblies for Chevrolet pick-up trucks and
Buick LaSabres. The work force at the Enterprise has two hundred
employees (seventy-five percent Choctaw), and it has gained a
reputation for quality, with the lowest rejection rate of any of Packard's
supptiers in Mississippi.® "In 1981, after nearly ten years of negotiations,
a contract between the American Greetings Corporation and another
tribally owned business, Choctaw Greetings Enterprise, was signed to
hand finish quality greeting cards.™

Also a part of the Choctaw Industrial Park is Chata Development.
One of their major accomplishments is the building of houses for tribal
members on the Reservation. Until recently, most of the dwellings were
nld Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) houses, Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) houses, or mobile homes. Due to the
deterioration of some of these houses; plus the return of many
Choctaws to the Reservation, and the increased number of iribal
members, it became apparent that more houses were needed.
Therefore, plans to build new houses were initiated.

Following are a series of interviews, conducted by the author, to
learn more about Choctaw Reservation housing:

Benmnun Sttt "A New Era” n Chnraan Tribal Gowernment. A New Era p §)
thd
“bwd

Tt

133
ERIC COPY AVAILABLE




‘Morris Carpenter, Executive Director of Choctaw Housing
Authonty, responded to the following questions:

1. What is your job title?
“Executive Director, Choctaw Housing Authority (CHA).”

N

What are your job responsibilities?

“My job responsibilities cover three operations: management of
existing houses, which includes home-buyer contracts, lease
agreements; and maintenance; financial operations; and
development of new houses. We take care of maintenance of all
houses, with a crew of approximately twenty-five, full-time
employees. | am responsible for the development of new houses,
and for making applications to the government to get new
houses.

“CHA's role m: the development of the new hHouses includes: set
up finances, hire the architect, locate the lot¥, determine what
materials are needed, survey the lots, prepare the roads, put in
water and sewer lines, oversee the building and inspection of the
houses. CHA sees that the houses are built to specification and
then sees that upon inspection they are acceptable--then the
people can move in.”

3. What are the job qualifications?

“l have a BA (Bachelor of Arts) in American History and a
Masters in Political Science. | began overseas in economic and
community development in Southeast Asia and West Africa in
similar developments as here. In this country, | worked in the
California Governor's Office in economic development. | started
a Housing Authority for the Penobscot Nation in Maine and was
there four years. We built houses, facilities, roads, bridges, water
lines, and sewer lines. In Indian housing, I'm one of the ‘oldones’--]
know everyone in American Indian Housing and | am on the
Board of Directors of the Nationai American Indian Housing
Council. F've known Phillip [Chief Phillip Martin] for fifteen to
twenty years.”

4. What is the main function of Choctaw Housing Authority?

“To develop and manage houses.”

)
AP 21
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5. What is a HUD (Housing and Urban Development) house?

"On the Choctaw Reservation, it is the one developed and
managed by CHA. It is financed by HUD. HUD builds houses ina
group which is referred to as a project. By 1980, six projects were
completed (about 300 houses). Since 1930, 330 houses have been
completed (involving four additional projects).for a total of 630
houses.™

6. What is a BIA (Bureau of Indian Affairs) house?

"The houses built by CHA have nothing to do with houses
associated with the BIA or rather CHA has nothingto do with RIA
houses which are also know as HIP (Home Improvement
Program) houses. Here, the BIA housing program is small.
Occasionally they build new houses, but mainly they repair old
ones. We hope to replace the old BIA houses with HUD houses.
The old tribal houses were built under the New Deal.*

A Please tell me about the houses being built today?
a. What is the name of the project?

“This project, sometimes referred to as the Two Hundred House
Project, is Project number 92-8 {78 houses) and Project 92-9 (122
houses) for a total of two hundred houses. CHA was fortunate
enough to be awarded both projects at the same time.”

b. How is the project funded?

"By a Department of Housing and Urban Development loan.
CHA gets underwriting financing--the Government guarantees
the banks that the loan money to CHA to build the houses will be
paid. About nine million dollars was awarded for the two hundred
houses. We applied for note sale--project bonds--and banks from
all around the United States bid on the notes.

“Upon completion of the const~iction phase, permanent
financing is arranged with a twenty-five-year mortgage. The
banks are paid once ayear by the Government. The homebuyers’
payments to CHA are based on their incomes, and CHA keeps a
small amount for managing costs. The rest goes to the
. Government, therefore, the Govemment gets some of its money
back. In that way, this is not a grant.”

c. How long did it take for the planning, appropriation of funds,
and centracting decisions?

135
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“In April 1980, | first begai. working on the plans. On September
30, 1982, the Government awarded CHA the two hundred units,
We then found the sites. | personally selected each site. The sites
were then surveyed and leased from the Tribal Council. Next, the
arthitect was selected and five designs were developed. The
object was to build a project that didn’t look like a ‘Government
Project,’ to give the houses individual character, and the people a
choice. The people getting the houses select the colors, design,
brick, etc. from samples. Ther} a chart is made for each lot.

“In addition to the nine million dollars, there is one and one-half
million dollars for sewer and water lines from the Indian Health
Service (IHS). All of these plans took until July 1983."

d. When did construction begin? ~
- “Construction began in October 1983.7 “

2 ‘When will they be finished?
“The contract calls for April 1985." i

f  What determines who gets to have a house?

"Anyone who wants a house fills out an application. The
applications are ranked according to income, family size, and
present housing conditions. The applications go to the CHA
Board of Commissioners and they select the families who get the
houses. .

“The rate for rental houses is based on need and income. If the
renter's income is low, the rent could be zero and the renter does
not have to maintain the house.

~An owner needs to have income enough to pay the minimum fee_»r
and needs to maintain the house. The ownér can pay CHA for
maintenance. The minimum payment is thirry dollars a month.”
g What is the price range of the houses?

“The range of payments can be $30 to $450 a month (the latter is
the maximum). The amount paid is fifteen percent of their
adjusted income. In addition, they are given a utility allowance.”

h. Are there plans for any more houses?

“We have applied for 150 more houses and have gotten twenty.
 Construction will begin in the spring of 1985. We are going to

?
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apply for 150 more in January 1985, The Eastern HUD Officeis in
Chicago and there are thirty-five Indian housing authorities in the
ear ern United States. The allocation of houses is based on past
performance with previous houses. ‘Choctaw’ has been allocated
over half of all available houses. (We have to worry about the

political aspects).”
i. How many more houses are needed?

“There is always going to be a need for houses as the tribe is
growing. For now, four hundred more houses woukd help.”

i. How has the building of the houses he!ped the tribe
econnmically?

 "Two ways: jobs--more Choctaws are workxng, and profits of
buikding go to the tribe because they own Chata Development.
After the houses are occupied, this stabilizes the community. It
puts the people closer to their jobs and allows them to stayonthe
Reservation.”

8. Are there any plans to replace some of the old HUD and BIA
houses”

[

Answered in question six.

PN

9. What does the future hold for the Choctaw Housing Authority?
"At_present, there is a thirty-year contract between the
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, Choctaw Housing
Authority, and the Urited States Government, involving millions
of doilars. Right now, the future looks good.”

10. Is there anything more of interest that you could tell me?

“No, | probably covered the subject.™
L 4 L] L ]
Hermaﬁ Reid, Maintenance Superintendent, Choctaw Housing
Authority answered the following questions:
1. What is your job title?
‘Maintenance Superintendent.”

Hntenrew with Moros Carpeni iz, Execut-ve Director, Choctaw Haunr Awhonty, Mmacw
Induna, Pearl Rne,, Mussssipps, 5 December 1964,
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. Is it possible for th- trainees to become journeymen?

. What is the name of the program under which you work?

*Choctaw Housing Authority.”

. How long have you been there?

“Five vears.”

. How long have you done this kind of work?

“Thirty yvears.”

. How many people do vou supervise?

“1 supervise eight permanent employees and seven temporary _
employees. The temporary employees have been ‘temporary’
now for a year and a half.”

%
. Why have t been temporary for a year and a half?

“The money to'pay their positions only comes in on a yearly basis,
and we can't guarantee them employment, so we keep themona
temporary status.”

. What do they do?

“The permanent employees take care of all the houses and do any
type of repair: electrical, plumbing, carpentry, et¢. on anything
that could go wrong in one of the Choctaw Rouses. The
permanent employees are not journeymen; the\ are only
trainees. The temporary employees need constant su i
and they miainly do carpentry work.”

“Yes, it is possible, and | am working on it now. | am trying to get
people qualified, and trying to work out the paper work with the
State to get people certified by the State. | hav-: one employee
who is a Jourmmeyman Carpenter. He supervises ali of the
temporary employees and is qualified in all areas. He reports
directly to me. He has been on staff for two years.”

. How many homes does the crew work on?

“All Choctaw Housing Authority homes number close to seven
hundred units. The units are located in all the communities. The
most difficult community in which to keep the homes maintained
is Bogue Homa, because of the distance.” [Bogue Homa is
located approximately one hundred miles south of Pear| River,
the community where Choctaw Housing Authority is located.]
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10. How many of the employe}s-age Choctaw?
| “All but three; one is black and\two‘gre naholos [Whitemen].”
\\
11. How are the employees trained? N
_ "From time to time, when something comesnp that they can't

deal with, | go to the site and teach them how to fucwhatever itis.
From then on, ] expect them to fix it whenever they come across
that particular problem again.” Y

12. Are there any “supporters” other than yourself?

"Yes, there is one Housing Inspector, in addition to the paople we
have already mentioned. | develop aninspection schedule for two
to six months: then he goes around and checks all the homes. He
also checks move-ins and move-outs. I will also respond directly
to a call from a councilman who says that one of the houses in
their community needs to be inspected.”

13. Are there any problems that you are having right now?

“Well, the biggest problem is that no one other personis qualified
to work on air conditioning units. Right now, we have two men,
Gerald Sockey and Al Amos, who are attending MJC in their off-
time to be certified to work on air conditioning units. Their tuition
is being paid by the Vocational Education Program. Both have
completed their first semester and both are doing real well.”

14. If one of the trainees receives his journeyman card, would it be
valid anywhere other than on the Choctaw Reservatic=?

“Yes, the journeyman card will have the saie requirements as
the State. Also, they will probably be certified by the State as well
as by the Tribe.™

» ¥ ¥
Claude Shook is the General Manager of Chata Development and
granted the following interview:

1. What is the title of your job?

"My job title is General Manager of Chata Development
Company. Presently, we are involved in building houses through
the Two Hundred Mutual Help Program.”

*trnterview with Herman Rexd, Mantenance Supernitenderk, Choctaw Housing Authodty, Musssppi Band of
Chox taw Indians. Pear] River, Musssappr, 20 Dacember 1984
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. What are the qualifications for your job?

“For this position, a person needs a college degree in building or
engineering sciences with experience in residential, road building,
and utility and commercial construction. | feel that five years
experience is crucial. | have a Bachelor of Science degree in
building construction from Georgia Institution of Technology.”

. What are your job responsibilities?

"My job is to gerierally manage the company.”

. How many people work for Chata Development?

“Approximately two hundred, but the number fluctuates
according to the amount of work available.”

. How many workers do you supervise and what are their duties?

"Please refer to the Chata Development Company Organization
Chart.”

. What percentage of employees are Choctaw? Women?

"Approximately sixty percent of the employees are Choctaw.
Most of the women are office employees. All employees are
nonunion.”

. Is most of the work full-time?

“Ninety-eight percent of the employees are considered full-time,
and sixty-five to seventy percent of this percentage are working
on the two-hundred-house project.”

. Why are the houses being built?

"The Choctaw Housing Authority (CHA) ran asurvey on housing
needs in the reservation communities. There is a definite need for
housing; in fact several hundred more are needed. When
someone wants a house, they apply to CHA to see if they qualify.
People will actually own their own houses. They can opt to help
build their oun house, and if they do, this cuts down on the
payment: however, if they don’t want to help, they don't have to.
This project is administered by the Choctaw Housing Authority,
and Chata Developmernit has been contracted to build the
houses. Chata is amembership corporation and has one hundred
percent Choctaw membership.”
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9. How many houses are being built?
"At present, two hundred.”

10. What are the sizes of the houses?

“The houses range in size from 1,100 square feet up to 1,500
square feet. There are three, four, and five bedroom houses
available, with the three bedroom house having one bathroom-
and the four and five bedroom houses having two bathrooms.
There are facilities for connecting washers and dryers.”

11. Who will live in these new houses?
"Mostly Choctaw families.”

12. Where are they located?

"All houses are on reservation land, and all seven communities,
plus Crystal Ridge, have homes,”1°

Foliowing is a breakdown of the houses being built in each of the
seven communities, plus Crystal Ridge:

Pearl River 73
Conehatta 35
Red Water 26
Tucker 21
Standing Pine 18
Bogue Chitto 12
Crystal Ridge 10
Bogue Homa 5

13. How does one qualify for a house?
"Anyone wanting a house must apply to- Choctaw Housing
Authority.” :

14. Is there anything else you could tell us about the houses that
would be of interest?

PUrvstal Ridge 15 a settiement of Chioctaws ka sted north of Bogue Chtto reservaton communtty [n 1963, the
ribw purchased 1 res of 1 land. and in 1984 an addxnal forty four scres. totaing 157 acres Before this and
Dex LW s resennator land ot must be proclamed trust land by the Secretary of the Intenor At present, Crysial Ridge s
not othoally conssdered @ reservation cammunity aod bas no diraf representation on the Trnbal Couni! inorder foe
this f oc o, there woukd Mve 1o be an amendment (o the tnibal constitunon approved by the Trbal Couneil Upon
countl approssl the nextstepwouldbe 8 BIA (Burea of Indian Attairs) referendi m that would go Defore tribal voters
It adoptent by tribal voters. the fmal stvp woukd be o the Department of the Intenor for approval

Intervew wath Arrhur Bewdge. Planning (¥ er, Mississp Band of Chodtaw indians, Pear! River, Misassippy, §
March 1985
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"The design is unique in that there is more architectural design
than is found on mos¢ public housing. There is a choice of three
fronts, each one based on a Southern tradition.* All have central
heating, and a range and refrigerator. They have an access for
hooking up a wood burning heater. The lots are prepared to make
the houses blend in with the surrounding wooded areas. The
houses are placed on lots of aminimum of one acre. The Choctaw
families pick their own paneling, tile, paint, color, shingles, and
siding. The walls and ceiling are painted sheet rock, except for the
living room which is paneled.

*Editor’s note: The square-shaped houses are representative of
the old-style Choctaw houses, circa 1500,

"At present, there are ten houses completed and by Christmas,
1984, they expect to have fifty more completed, with the rest
rezdy by spring.

*As for the labor force, there is a Choctaw preference for all
positions; however, non-Indian people are at present filling the
skilled positions. During this project, the Choctaws that are not
skilled are being trained. The apprenticeship programis designed
to prepare Choctaws without skills to become skilled and to take
over the jobs that are now held by non-Indians. This program will
be a threeto-four-year program. The first phase is in the
classroom at Manpower Training Center. The second phase is

‘on-the-job-training. An employee advances through three levels:

At level one, the employee is considered an unskilled laborer. As
one gains in job experience and knowledge, level two is attained--
that of an apprentice. This level requires more skill and pays more
money. When sufficient skill and knowledge are attained at this
level, plus a high degree of performance, the final level is attained--
journeyman. _

"Chata Development is owned totally by the Choctaws and any
Choctaw who wants to become a member can buy a membership
for $1.00. The company is here for the benefit and use of the
Choctaw people by providing jobs and constructing facilities for
tribal use. This company is unique in that the Choctaws are really
shown to be leaders in economic development and this is noted at
national level. Many other tribes look to the Choctaws for ways to
simulate their economic growth.
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"Problems have arisen while building the houses. Many times,
vandalism occurs, and ! ‘wonder if the Choctaw people really
understand that the houses are theirs and they need to help take
care and protect what is theirs. Chata is not a separate entity--it is
here to help the Choctaw people.”!!

[ ] - *

Boots Howell, Project Manager and Estimator for Chata
Development Company, responded to the following questions:

1. What is the title of your job?

"Project Manager and Estimator. | have worked here since May
1984."

2. What are your job responsibilities?

"1 estimate the jobs that we bid and I compile the bids--for building
only. I do the purchasing and bulk buying of materials, and |

assign the superintendents’ work and try to encourage progress
of the jobs.”

3. What are the job qualifications?

I have a degree from Mississippi State University in Electrical
Engineering. For thirty-five. years, | was in a partnership with my
brother. We were building contractors. | am a native
Mississippian, so it is fortunate that I am able to work at home’.”

4. How many workers do you supervise and what are their duties?

"l supervise all eight superintendents. There is one
superintendent for each project site. | assign them the work they
are to perform, and I help them lay it out in thc field. 1 schedule
material to be delivered to the various sites. I also assist with the
labor assignments. The superintendents and | meet here in this
office prior to 7:00 A.M. on a daily basis. If they arein the field, we
discuss assignments on the radio. It is a daily task, but a very
smooth, continuous operation--not segmented.”

5. Is your work full-time?
"Yes.”

Hnterivw with Claude Shook Genersl Manager . Chata Development Company. Misssapo Band of Choctaw
Indans, Prari Rnver. Missssppy, 29 November 1988
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6. Do you supervise the workers in all eight building sites?

"1 dupervise the supervisors and they handle the crews. 1 visit the
sites as often as possible.”

7. What is your typical day like?

1 get here about 6:30 A.M. | discuss problems with the
superintendents and they advise me of any materials needed by
them or the sub-contractors. We sub-contract the heating,
ventilation, air conditioning, plumbing, and electrical work. Itake
job assignments and make sure the material the supervisors need
is here or on the way to the site. I do any estimating that needs to
be done. | visit the job sites, and I do a lot of ‘trouble-shooting’--
there’s always plenty of that.”

8. What do you like best about your job?

"My Daddy was a contractor and | grew up with it apart of me. It's
really in my blood. | love to see things being built and growing
toward a completed project. ] like the chalkenge of doinga job fora
specific price quoted and making a profit.”

9. What do you like least about your job?

“Reing subjected to the whims of nature. Our progress is totally
dependent on the weather.”

10. Is there anything else of interest that you can tell me?

~Construction is a fascinating field. It involves so many facets,
even including personalities of workers, inspectors®, and owners.
There is never a dull day in this business, and I'm very grateful to
be in it and a part of this organization. '

*Usually, the architects have their own inspectors and those are
the only ones, but here we have additional inspectors from the
Choctaw Housing Authority. A good indication of work qualityis
the amount that has to be redone--corrective work."12

As one drives around the Choctaw Reservation, it is apparent that
these new homes will make a fine addition for the tribe. At present,
many families are moving into their new homes. Hopefully, this growing
tribe, a proud and unique group of people, will be awarded more of
these homes.

intervaew with Boots Howell, Prosect Manager and Estimator. Chata Deveiopment Company, Misssspei Band
ol Chactaw fidbans, Pearl Raver, Mississippy, 31 January 1965
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Chata Development Company, located in the Choctow Industrial Park, Pearl River, Mississippi / Photo by Bil Beescia
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Q Choctaw Housing Authority, Pearl River, Mississippi / Photo by Bill Brescia
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Classification

Office Staff
Superintendents
Labars
Carpenters

No. Employees Non-Indians

Carpenters Apprentice

Painters

Masonry

Masonry Apprentice
Pipe Layers
Plumber

Machine Operators
Yard/Shop Workers
Drivers

Sheet Metal Worker
Security Guard

Totals

50%
83%
3%
98%
15%
55%
100%
0-
50%
100%
70—
25%
33%

97%

85%
45%

100%

75%
67%

100%
56%

Rt. 7, Box M-20/Philadelphia, MS 39350/ Telephone (601) 656-6101
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Morns Carpenter. Exevuiie Director, Choctaw Housing Authonity -~ Fhoto by Bill Bresc a
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Herman Rend Mamsenanc e Superimtendent, Choefua Housing Authority + Photo by Bill
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Planmg Ot er, Missisappe Band of Chex tuw Indians

Arthiur Bridge “Photo by Budl Brescia
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Clande Shook General Munager, uath secretary, Chata Development Company * Phota by




Boots Howell, standing, Provect Manager Estimator. Chata Development Company ' Phato
by Bl Bresaia
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A new Housing and Urban Development (HUD) home built at Pear! Ruer by Chata Development Comparty / Photo by Bill Brescia
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An alternate desgn HUD hame, recently bui]; by Chata Development ¢ Photo by Bill Brescig
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A third design used in a HUD home built by Chata Development Company / Photo by Bill \3rescia
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A Reflection

Lift yourself above the spinning world,

For like the eagle, you must fly.

—From the Sioux
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